
Pastoral Care of the Sick  

Formation and Skill Building Workshops 
 

   There will be a six session certification series given 
in January (23, 30) and February (6, 13, 29, 27) from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm at Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church, Latham. The cost is $40 (includes materials).      
   Some topics include:  the art of pastoral visitation; 
illness issues; spiritual assessment; grief and loss; 
suffering and faith; death and dying; ritual and 
sacraments in pastoral ministry. Weekly sessions 
include presentations, interactive exercises, readings.  

 

Lectio Divina 

John 1:29-30, 32 
 

"The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

”Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world." 

   This is one of those rare Gospels in which Jesus says 

absolutely nothing.  John the Baptist wants us to see what 

he himself has come to recognize in the Lamb of God.  

John's entreaty, "Behold!" is an invitation to the mercy 

that flows from the One who takes away the sin of the 

world.  This beholding will ready us to obey Jesus the 

night before He dies when He will warn us, "Behold the 

hour is coming … when each of you will be scattered." 

(John 16:32)  We will hear the antithesis of John's invita-

tion to compassion on the lips of Pilate when he demands, 

"Behold, the man! Behold, your king!" (John 19:5,14) 
 

"He is the one of whom I said, "A man is coming after me 

who ranks ahead of me because He existed before me." 

   "Christ is called a man because of the perfection of all 

the virtues that were in Him…He is the origin of all the 

virtues found in others.  He is also called a man because 

of His espousal, since He is the spouse of the Church:  

"You will call me "my husband." (Hosea 2:18) Saint Thomas 

Aquinas 
 

"John testified further, saying "I saw the Spirit come down 

like a dove from the sky and remain upon Him." 

   "If those who saw Christ working miracles were so 

drunk with malice that they denied what their own eyes 

had seen, how could the appearance of the Holy Spirit in 

the form of a dove overcome their unbelief?  Even if the 

descent of the Spirit as a dove was visible to the outward 

eye, it does not follow that because all saw it, all under-

stood it."  Saint John Chyrsostom 

 

Church Luncheon at The Castle, Walton 
 

   All are welcome to attend a luncheon planned on 
Tuesday, February 2, at 1 pm.  The Castle on the 
Delaware is located on 139 Stockton Avenue.  Call 
Kathy Moore, 865.4734, to reserve a seat (ordering 
will be off the menu).  Dress warmly …. it is a castle! 
 

 

Family Perspective    by Bud Ozar 
 

Can you say, "I have testified Jesus is the Son of 
God." ?  If you aren't talking about Jesus in your 
family, you are not testifying.  If you are not walking 
your talk, your children will see your words as 
meaningless. 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor Food Drive 
 

   Food donations may be dropped off at Holy 
Family for the Colchester Food Bank.  Needed:   cans 
of pasta, tuna, stew, chili, pasta sauce, fruit; jelly, 
graham crackers, spaghetti, peanut butter; boxes of 
mashed potatoes, stuffing; soap, tp, and personal 
care items.   

 

Camp Veritas 
 

   Join Camp Veritas for a week-long "play and pray" 
sleep-away Catholic youth summer camp for 
seventh to twelfth graders!  Week 1:  July 20-26 at 
Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh and Week 2:  
August 17-23 at Camp Lakota in Wurtsboro.  Cost 
for week 1: $350 (early bird until 4.1); for week 2:  
$370 (both weeks $400 after 4.1).  Online enrollment 
is now open.  A three minute dvd is available in the 
office for viewing.  For more information about 
enrolling or volunteering: www.campveritas.com or 
phone 845.266. 5784. 
 

“God and the Mystery of Human Suffering” 
 

   The Sisters of St. Joseph invite you to a presenta-
tion entitled: “God and the Mystery of Human 
Suffering.” The presenter is Father Robin Ryan, CP, 
Ph.D., a Passionist priest whose ministry is in retreat 
work, teaching, and formation.  
   The event is at St. Joseph’s Provincial House, 
Latham, on Saturday, March 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. The cost is $35 (lunch included).  Send name, 
address, phone number and check made payable to 
Sisters of St. Joseph by March 1 to Sister Nancy 
Gregg, 44B Swayze Drive, Latham, NY 12110.  
Information on www.csjalbany.org. 

 

Retreats 

 The Priory Retreat, Chestertown, NY  518.494.3733 
 

January 31 - February 2: Guided Silent Retreat 
Weekend.   Do you want to connect more deeply with God and 
yourself?  Set aside the pressures of daily life and do it now by 
experiencing a retreat where you can refocus and find God in your 
life through scripture, prayer, nature, and silence.   
             Connie Messitt, CSJ                   Donation: $145-$165 

 

 

 

http://www.campveritas/

