
~  Sunday Bible Reflections  ~ 
 

   This Sunday’s celebration of the great apostles Peter and 
Paul is a celebration of the Church.  Peter’s deliverance from 
jail is compared to the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  Like 
Israel he is rescued at Passover from “the hand” of his enemy 
by an “angel of the Lord” after girding himself with belt, 
sandals, and cloak.  
   The Church is, as Peter says, “all that the Jewish people 
had been expecting.”  As he affirms in his great confession of 
faith in the Gospel, Jesus is “the Christ,” the Messiah that the 
prophets had taught Israel to hope for.  But Christ is more 
than what the Jewish people had been hoping for.  He is the 
Christ, but He is also, as Peter confesses, “the Son of the 
living God.”  Born of the flesh of the Jewish people, He is a 
son of Abraham and David.  Through Him and the Church 
founded on the rock of Peter’s faith, God fulfills the promise 
He made to Abraham -- to bless all nations in His seed.  
   What Christ calls “my Church,” is the new Israel, the 
kingdom of God, the family made up of all peoples -- Jews 
and Gentiles -- who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.  We must make this confession our own. 
Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” is addressed to 
each of us personally.  
   We must confess our faith in Christ not only with our 
tongues, but with our lives.  As Paul describes his disciple-
ship in this week’s Epistle, we must make our lives an 
oblation, an offering of love for the sake of Jesus and His 
kingdom.  We know when we sing this week’s Psalm, that the 
Lord has rescued us in Christ Jesus.  We know that He will 
stand by us, giving us strength to face every evil and that He 
will bring us to the heavenly kingdom we anticipate in this 
Eucharist.        Dr. Scott Hahn 
 
 

 

Fr. Michael Gaitley, Priest and Author 
 

   Father Michael Gaitley will be at St. Ambrose 
Church in Latham Saturday, July 19, 8:30 am to 3:15  
pm with Mass at 9 am.  He states “the most 
important message for humanity in our time is 
Divine Mercy.”  His discussions about Mary, Mercy, 
and Faith are to awaken in us a deeper desire to 
please Christ.  Tickets:  $30.  Checks payable to 
VWG-HAPP sent to Hearts Afire PP, P.O. Box 261, 
Latham, NY 12110.   There are only 700 seats available 
so don’t delay ordering your ticket! 
 

 

Retreats
 

Dominican Retreat Conference Center    518.393.4169 
 

July 18-20:   “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” Weekend Retreat for Men 
& Women.  How we think of prayer varies from person to person, 
from “I don’t think that I need to pray because God knows what I 
need” to “continuous prayer is my life anchor” - two extremes and 
probably most of us are somewhere in between. Come away 
with us this weekend to explore, examine and look at the why, 
ways, what, and who of prayer. We will look at how Jesus prayed 
and how we might pray alone and together.  
Director: Sr. Teresa Tuite, OP 
 

Cost:   $195    (65 & over - $180) 
 

 

Parenting Pointers    by Susan Vogt 
 

   Crops are starting to produce their fruit.  Talk to 

your children about eating healthy and as locally as 

possible.  Pick some food together that does not 

come from a store .… from your own garden, a 

farmer's market, or berries from a U-Pick farm. 
 

St. Isaac Jogues Youth Conference 
 

   Join other youth for an amazing, earth-shattering 

weekend of fun, faith, food, music, and worship July 

18 to 20 at the Campus of St. Ambrose in Latham!  

Contact Mark Trudeau, 518.369.0213.   

   Website:  www.joguesyouthconference.com. 
 

Faith Formation 
 

Early registration for the 2014-15 Religious Education 
Programs.  Stop in the office during the summer.  Cost:  $15. 
 

Catechist Formation:   Catechist formation may now 
be done at home online with courses offered for Basic, In-
termediate, and Advanced Certification!  Get information & 
register:  mycatholicfaithdelivered.com/Albany.  Catechists 
are needed at both Parishes for the upcoming year so please 
consider helping with our programs as a catechist or a helper. 
 

Interested in Becoming a Catholic?  or, as a 
Catholic, you did not receive all your sacraments.  Call the 
office to find out about RCIA classes and how you can 
obtain answers to your questions.   
 


