
Faith Formation 
 

 Confirmation Retreat:    Next month on          
March 15, 1 to 7 pm at St. Mary’s Church in  
Oneonta. 

 

 

Marriage Moments    by Susan Vogt 
 

   You have almost a week to think about how 

to celebrate Valentine's Day.  (Luckily it is be-

fore Lent so chocolate is a possibility.)  Better 

yet, choose one favor a day to surprise your 

beloved with.  Your love is a daily act, not just 

one day a year. 
 

Dominican Retreat 
 

   A Deeper Encounter with Jesus:  We will explore 

the life, times, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

of Nazareth and look at the implications for 

what it means in the 21st century to call oneself 

a Christian.   February 20 - 22, cost:  $195.  Call 

518.393.4169 for reservations. 
 

How Do I Love You? 
 

Let me share the ways at Marriage Encounter on 

March 21 - 22.  For information call 518.279.3243 

or www.albanyme.org. 
 

Valentine’s Bake Sale Fundraiser 
 

   Come and enjoy delicious baked goods next 

weekend after the 4 pm and 11:15 am Masses at 

St. John.  This bake sale proceeds will go to the 

upcoming NCYC trip. 
 

The Lord promises 
that He will restore life to all  

who desire to rise again. 
 

~  Saint Caesarius of Arles 

 

 

~  First & Second Reading Reflections  ~ 
 

Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

2 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23      

   In the first reading we meet Job, a holy man who 
had always loved and served God well.  Job had 
great wealth and a wonderful family, but then he 
suffered one tragedy after another and lost every-
thing, including his family.  Today we hear him 
grieving and complaining because he does not 
understand why he has had to suffer so much.  His 
heart is broken.  He believes that he will never be 
happy again.  
   We all know how Job feels.  Life is not always 
easy for us.  We suffer pain, loss, misunderstand-
ing, fear, and anger, but, like Job, we must remem-
ber God's unfailing love for us.  By faith, we praise 
the Lord who heals the brokenhearted.   [What will 

you do to help others, who are suffering, know that 

God is with them?] 
   The second reading mentions the Christians at 
Corinth have been complaining again!  They are 
unhappy because Paul has asked for their support. 
In his reply to them Paul rather huffily tells them 
that preaching the Gospel is not always easy but he 
has to do it.  The message of Jesus is so important 
that Paul has willingly made himself "a slave" to all 
to win as many people as possible to the Gospel.  
   We, too, are called to bring the Good News of 
Jesus to others.  Sometimes that will be difficult, as 
it was for Paul, but we need to remember that 
many around us are brokenhearted and without 
hope.  They experience the misery of which Job 
complained ... and they need our help.   [How do 

you show that sharing the message of Jesus is im-
portant in your life?  In what ways have you been 

good news for those who are weak in faith or hope?] 
 

 

Parenting Pointers    by Susan Vogt 
 

   February is Black History Month.  No matter 

what our skin color, religion, or economic 

status we need to learn to get along with 

people who are different from us.  As a family, 

learn about a race different from your own. 

http://www.albanyme.org/

