
Marriage Encounter 
 

   A married couple's Lenten reflection:  Fast from 

self-concern and feast on spousal love.  Join the 

next marriage encounter weekend on March 21-

22 [518.279.3243 or albanyme.org]. 
 

Parenting Pointers    by Susan Vogt 
 

   "When your child marches to a different 

drummer, your main task is to support them 

when the culture may not." This applies to 

gender identity, a special needs child, or simply 

one in crisis. Love them but don't pamper them. 
 

‘Inquiring Minds Want to Know’ Series 
 

   Following is St. Mary’s Church, Oneonta Lenten 

series scheduled for the week of March 8: 

Sunday:  3:30 pm~  Forgiveness &  

              5 pm~      Pot Luck Dinner 

Monday: 11 am & 7 pm~  Bible 101 

Tuesday: 7 pm~  Taize Prayer 

Wednesday:   11 am & 7 pm~  Who Do You  

                       Say That I Am 

Thursday:   11 am & 7 pm~  Taking Our Faith  

       Into the Public Square 

Friday:   4 pm~ Fish Fry Dinner; 7 pm~ Stations 
 

Family Perspective    by Bud Ozar 
 

   The apostles thought they knew Jesus, but 

when He changed in front of them at the 

Transfiguration, they were ‘afraid.’  In families 

we cannot freeze relationships because change 

and growth are inevitable.  Children grow up, 

parents grow old, and spouse change.  Trans-

figurations are all around us and within us.  

Relationships can only grow when we embrace 

the new and let go of the old. 
 

“Once again Lent comes to make its  
prophetic appeal, to remind us that  
it is possible to create something new 
within ourselves and around us."     
                 Pope Francis 

Bishop’s Appeal:  Final Stats 
 

thebishopsappeal.org 
 

 

 

    Pledges      Families Total             Deficit 
 

  St. John:     52   176     
$
10,538    

$
12,625 

   St. Peter:    47    118      12,804        9,509 
 

Rice Bowl Country Spotlight 
Nicaragua 

 

      Melvin Sánchez Ramírez is a coffee farmer in 

one of the poorest regions.  Melvin, his wife, and 

son have managed to get by, but it has always 

been a struggle:  a coffee leaf rust fungus killed 

so many of his plants that he had no coffee to 

sell.  CRS helps farmers to protect their plants 

from leaf rust and to grow a variety of crops. 
 

 In 2007 more than 45% of the population lived 

on less than $1 a day. 

 The  highest concentration of the poor live in 

the coffee-producing Central-North region, 

where 74% are poor and where children are 

more likely to be chronically malnourished. 

 Many farmers depend on coffee for more than 

80% of their household income. 
 

Catholic Charities All-You-Can Eat Dinner 
   Catholic Charities of Delaware, Otsego, and Scho-

harie Counties will host their annual All-You-Can-

Eat Pasta Dinner fund raiser on Wednesday, March 

11, 5 pm at the Holiday Inn in Oneonta.  Dinner 

consists of a buffet table of assorted pastas, dif-

ferent sauces, dessert, and beverage.  Tickets for 

adults:  $10, children 5-12:  $5, and under 5 are 

free.  Tickets can be purchased from Teresa O’Leary 

at 865.5345 or George Mack at 865.5326.    

   Catholic Charities is committed to active witness 

on behalf of the Spiritual values of mercy and 

justice, recognize human needs at all stages of life 

and responds to all persons, with special emphasis 

on the economically poor and the vulnerable. 

 

Confirmation Retreat:   Sunday, March 15, 
1 to 7 pm at St. Mary’s Church in Oneonta 


