
Family Perspective    by Bud Ozar 
 

   The Passion of Jesus makes it clear:  no one 

escapes suffering.  Suffering is inevitable, but 

no one should suffer alone.  That is one of the 

primary roles of families  to stand with and 

support each other in suffering.     
 

~  The Triduum  ~ 
Three Days of Communion with the Lord 

 

The Bread that Makes Us One   As we par-

take of the one loaf, we become one body.  Such 
is the communion that Holy Thursday invites us 
to embrace.  Christ invites us, not to ignore 
differences or compromise convictions, but to 
focus on our common faith, common hopes, and 
common Spirit in the Lord.  If we do, we may 
yet help to answer Christ’s heartfelt prayer for 
unity at the Last Supper:  “Father, may they be one, 
as we are one.” 

The Cross of Discipleship   Pain can be an 

isolating experience.  Suffering can close us in 
upon ourselves and cause us to assume that our 
hurt is beyond comprehension or empathy.  Pain 
may also tempt us to insulate ourselves against 
vulnerability in life and in love.  These measures 
can further separate us from the Lord.  True 
disciples take up the cross with its intersecting 
vertical and horizontal beams that reconcile 

heaven to earth  sharing the vulnerability Jesus 
embraced by becoming human, becoming 
brothers and sisters in Christ and co-heirs to the 
Easter glory. 

The Empty Tomb   We live in a culture that 

loves to gaze into tombs.  The media directs us to 
stare into personal and communal tragedies.  The 
Easter Vigil is a time for watching of a different 
sort.  We do not seek to commune with darkness, 
but to keep vigil with full hope of meeting the 
risen Lord.  We face the horizon singing the 
Exultet in joyful anticipation of communion with 

the Light of the World:  The night will be as clear as 

day:  it will become my light, my joy.  

Cardinal Dolan and Bishops’ Statement  
 

   One year ago, with the promise of Education Tax 

Credits on the horizon, thousands of tuition-paying 

families were left out in the cold -- excluded from a state 

budget that provides the nation’s highest level of 

spending per pupil in public schools.  Governor Cuomo 

knows how genuinely disappointed we were. 

   This year, the Governor has included Education Tax 

Credits in his proposed state budget.  And so we have 

renewed hope.  But in politics, it is not enough to 

propose; the measure still must survive the negotiation 

process with the Legislature in order to be enacted, and 

we are strongly urging the Governor to be unwavering in 

demanding the tax credit be included in the final budget. 

   We have reason to be hopeful.  In addition to the 

Governor’s important actions, we have seen continually 

increasing support for Education Tax Credits since last 

year.  The state Senate has again passed the measure 

with strong bipartisan support, and strong bipartisan 

support exists in the state Assembly.  Nearly 150 commu-

nity, business, education, faith, and labor organizations 

support the measure, having seen the benefit such tax 

credits bring to improving educational opportunity in 

other states. 

   While tax law can be complicated, the bottom line is 

quite simple.  The Education Tax Credit will help all chil-

dren by encouraging increased charitable donations to 

generate more private scholarships for tuition-paying 

families and additional resources to our public schools.  

It’s a win-win for all families, regardless of where their 

children attend school. 

  Despite the strong support of families and parishes 

firmly committed to the value of Catholic education, 

more than 200 Catholic schools have closed in the last 15 

years throughout New York State, simply due to 

increased costs.  This has been devastating, both to the 

children who missed an opportunity for a quality educa-

tion, and for taxpayers. 

   Governor Cuomo is right to have called the Education 

Tax Credit a “matter of justice.”  And with matters of 

justice, there can be no delay.  Please join us in praying 

that our leaders include it in the enacted state budget 

this month.    

~ Timothy Cardinal Dolan & Bishops of New York 


