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Adoration 
 

   During this Christmas season please 
come by one of our Adorations and 

spend quiet time meditating on the 
precious gift of our Lord’s birth: 
 

Tuesdays, St. Peter ~ Thursdays, St. John 
 

March for Life 

   The March for Life in Washington, 

D.C. is in 2½ weeks  January 21-22!  
Interested?  Please call Betsy Gielskie 

asap at 746.2900 for details. 
 

Resolutions for the New Year? 

   Any resolution this year to give of 
your time and talent?  You have come 

to the right place!  All three Churches 
have a need for additional ministry 

members. Consider lectoring, serving 
Eucharist, singing, setting up the altar, 
$ counting, or becoming an altar 

server assisting Father, etc. If you 
desire a more active role at Church, 

please let Father know or call the 
office.  We would love to have you! 

 

Family Perspective         Bud Ozar 

   After meeting Jesus, the Magi re-

turned home by “another way.”  What 
in your family needs to be done 
“another way?”  Do you need “another 

way” to resolve differences, to com-
municate, or show affection?  This is a 

new year, time to change what is not 
working.  Take a tip from some wise 
men:  there is always “another way.” 

 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

  Offertory       Christmas  
 St. John:           

$1,580     
$2,722 

 Holy Family:       336     484 

 St. Peter: 1,079 1,617 
 

Marriage Moments   Susan Vogt 

   The three Magi recognized power in 

the unlikely person of a baby.  Indeed 
it is wisdom that helps us see the 
Godliness within the ordinary people in 

our lives. Our beloved may seem pretty 

ordinary today look for the Godliness 
within. 
 

Alpha Course Begins 

   Come and experience the core Gospel 
message!  Alpha begins Thursday, Janu-

ary 14, at the Red Brick Church, 58 East 
Street in Walton with two sessions:   

 lunch at 11 am & dinner at 6 pm  
   For information or to reserve your 

spot for either session, please contact 
Charlie, 865.5024, email:  Charliemays@ 

alphausa.org. 
 

Young Adult Emmaus Retreat 

   College-age young adults, do you 
want to better understand your relation-
ship with God: come to the Emmaus 

Retreat Friday evening, February 26, to 
Sunday afternoon, February 28, at the 

Dominican Retreat Center.  Cost:  $40. 
    Treat yourself to this faith-oriented 
weekend meeting other like-minded 

young adults  contact Chris O’Neill at 
chrisrory@me.com. 

Book Group Holiday Gathering 

   The book group will celebrate the 

Christmas season and welcome in 2016 
at Crossroads this Saturday, January 9.   

 

Parenting Pointers         Susan Vogt 

   Parents start out with dreams for their 

newborn: “Perhaps this one will be the 
one to cure cancer, to become president, 
to bring world peace.” With time, how-

ever, most parents’ dreams are 
moderated by reality. 
   As much as we pour ourselves out for 

our children, it is the strange irony of 
parenthood, that the child forms us as 
much as we form the child. We become 

more generous, more patient, more 
skilled at conflict resolution, not because 
we seek these traits, but because 

children require it of us. They pull us into 
virtues we may not have chosen to 

cultivate on our own.  

 
As they offered gifts most rare  

At that manger rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy,  

Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring,  

Christ, to thee, our Heavenly King. 

 
 

 
 

Epiphany 

   There are so many wonderful details in the Epiphany 
story as seen below as well as the journey of the Magi in 
stages from the dim light of a star to the bright and glorious 
Light of Jesus Christ.  Let’s look at their journey to Jesus: 
 

Call:  The Magi are Gentiles, and they have been 
called. Up to this point in the Christmas story only Jews 
had found their way to Bethlehem, but now the Gentiles 
come. It is clear that the Gospel is going to go out to all 
the world.  Notice that God calls them through something 

in the natural world. a star. These wise men follow the 
call of God and begin their journey to Jesus. 
Constancy:  Upon their arrival in Jerusalem the Magi 
find a rather confusing and perhaps discouraging 
situation. The reigning King, Herod, seems more than 
surprised, he seems threatened. Even more puzzling, the 
religious leaders seem unenthusiastic of the newborn 
King and after giving the location of His birth seem to 
make no effort to follow the Magi.  How odd this must 
have seemed to the Magi. Perhaps it occurred to them to 
suspend their search, but they persevere in their search.  
Confession of Faith: They were overjoyed at 
seeing the star, and on entering the house they 
“prostrate” themselves before Jesus. The Greek word 
prosekunēsan means more literally “to fall down in wor-
ship” or “give adoration.”  This is a confession of faith. 
Cost:  There is a cost to discipleship. The Magi are 
moved to give three symbolic gifts that show some of 
what true faith includes, and they are costly gifts:  gold, a 
symbol of all our possessions, frankincense is the gift of 
worship, a symbol of prayer and worship, and myrrh, a 
strange gift for an infant (myrrh is usually understood as a 
burial ointment). Surely this prefigures Jesus’ death but it 
also symbolizes our own. 
Conversion:   And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by 
another way. Matthew 2:12   Hence, these wise men are walk-
ing differently now. They are not going home by the same 
way they came. The magi have changed direction; 
they’ve turned around and are now willing to walk the 
straight and narrow path that leads to life rather than the 

wide roadthey are going to obey Christ. Msgr. Charles Pope 
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