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January 1 
Mary, Holy Mother of God  

 

8 am at Holy Family 
 

9:30 am at St. Peter 
 

11:15 am at St. John 

 
 

 

 

   A BIG ‘thank you’ to all who bought 

baked goods at the March for Life bake 

sale.  Your support raised over $360 for the 

upcoming trip on the 26th!   

   If you are interested in joining this year’s 

trip to Washington D.C. to voice your con-

cern for the unborn, contact Cathie at 

Sacred Heart Church, Stamford at 652. 7170.  
 

RCIA Class 
   Would you like to learn more about the 

Catholic faith or as a Catholic you did not 

receive all of your sacraments, RCIA can 

answer your questions.  Call either office. 
 

Bishop’s Appeal  
   Don’t forget the convenience of pledging 

to the Appeal online:  thebishopsappeal.org. 
 

Adoration 
 

   Stop in one of our Adorations to spend 

quiet time with the Lord & celebrate His birth: 
 

Tuesdays at St. Peter ~ Thursdays at St. John 
 

 

 

 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

    In Luke's Gospel after the shepherds received 

the message of the Messiah’s birth they went in 

haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the infant lying in the manger. The shepherds 

immediately leave what they are doing and 

actively seek out the Christ Child. This journey 

leads them first of all to Mary, through whom the 

child is born. It is precisely in finding Mary that 

they arrive at the infant in the manger and their 

way is opened to an encounter with the Savior. 

   Through Mary, wrote Pope Francis in Lumen 

Fidei, "the believer is completely taken up into his or 

her confession of faith. Because of her close bond with 

Jesus, Mary is strictly connected to what we believe. 

As Virgin and Mother, Mary offers us a clear sign of 

Christ's divine sonship.  Mary's true motherhood also 

ensured for the Son of God an authentic human 

history, true flesh in which He would die on the cross 

and rise from the dead. Mary would accompany Jesus 

to the cross, whence her motherhood would extend to 

each of His disciples. She will also be present in the 

upper room after Jesus' resurrection and ascension, 

joining the apostles in imploring the gift of the Spirit.” 

   Mary, the Holy Mother of God, brought 

salvation into the world in the Person of Jesus 

Christ by her fiat of dedication to and love for the 

Father's will. She is, by the most excellent and 

unwavering example of her life, the perfect 

model of faith, hope and charity.  Mary goes 

before us and leads us unfailingly to her Son. As 

we embrace Jesus in faith, He sends His Spirit 

into our hearts as the promise of salvation, takes 

us to Himself, shares His divine life with us, and 

lifts us by the mysteries of His life to the Father, 

making us partakers of a sublime symphony of 

forever and unending love.       Deacon Fred Bartels 
 
 

Family Perspective 

… and when the parents brought in  
the child Jesus to perform the custom  
of the law in regard to Him…  Luke 2:27 

 

   In this new year let us mindfully make it a prior-

ity to bring our children to Church each week 

to hear the Word of God. 
 

Colchester Food Bank 
   Let’s start 2017 with stocked food banks!  

Food and personal care items may be 

dropped off at Holy Family:  cans of pasta, 

tuna, stew, chili, pasta sauce, fruit; jelly, 

graham crackers, spaghetti, peanut butter; 

boxes of mashed potatoes, stuffing; soap, 

toilet paper, personal care items.  Thank you.   
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   Traditionally people make resolutions to 

improve themselves at the beginning of the 

year.  In marriage, since you are united in love, 

What improves one spouse also improves the 

other.  What marriage building practice do 

you want to start or continue during 2017?  For 

ideas:   susanvogt.net/EnrichmentEx. 
 

O Theotokos, Mary blest, 

Our human nature’s shining crest, 

Now we are freed from slav’ry’s plight:   

Through you made children of the light. 
 

And you, O Mary, Virgin Queen, 

Descended from King David’s line, 

Your royal dignity has come 

Not from your father, but Your Son. 
 

Remove us from the ancient root. 

Graft us in Him, the newborn shoot. 

Through you may we become by grace, 

A royal, priestly, human race.     Amen 
 

    Saint Peter Damian 

Reflection 
 

   We give thanks to Mary, the Mother of God. 

Her response to the angel, born of a humble 

heart, brought us life and salvation in the Child 

conceived in her womb.  From before all ages, 

God had destined her for this decisive role in 

salvation history. She was to be the woman who 

in the fullness of time would bear God's only Son.  

   In times past, God spoke to His chosen people, 

the Israelites, through prophets and imparted His 

blessings upon them through His priests.  But now, 

He has sent His Son—to reveal His glory and His 

kingdom, to make His way of salvation known to 

all nations.  In the Infant lying in the manger, God 

has shone His face upon us.  

   Jesus is made a child of Israel, an heir of God's 

covenant with Abraham, by His circumcision, 

and we have been made adopted sons and 

daughters by Baptism, which is the circumcision 

of Christ, the true.  As children of God, Paul says, 

we are heirs of the Father's blessings, which He 

promised to bestow on all peoples through the 

descendants of Abraham, the blessing which 

Aaron imparted to Israel, and this blessing comes 

to us through Mary and the Child.  

   This is the good news of great joy that the shep-

herds make known in Bethlehem today. Like the 

shepherds, we too should make haste today to 

find Jesus with Mary and Joseph, and to glorify 

God for His blessings. And like Mary, we should 

keep His word and reflect upon it, letting it dwell 

richly in our hearts.     Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

   The calendar year is over. Ask yourself & your 

child what you liked most and least about it? 

What are you looking forward to & what is 1 

thing you'd like to improve in 2017? 
 

Priory Retreat in Chestertown, 518.494.3733 
   Disconnect from the distractions of the world 

and spend time in solitude and contemplation 

enjoying God’s beauty January 27-29.   $65 
 


