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                                            July 16, 2017 
 

           

 

Bible Journey Today at St. Peter, 3 pm. 
 

Backpack Project 

  The Delhi Clergy Association Backpack 

Project helping Delaware Academy students 

is on!  Donations may be dropped off at 

either First Presbyterian Church, Clinton 

Street (there is a box outside their office) by 

August 31 or at St. Peter by August 27:   

pencils (colored & regular), crayons, markers, 

pens, folders, erasers, full-size generic 

backpacks, plastic crayon/pencil boxes, 

college-ruled loose-leaf paper, 3 ring binders, 

spiral notebooks, scissors (esp. blunt), glue 

sticks, as well as character band aids, de-

odorant (male/female), mini shampoo bottles, 

toothbrushes/toothpaste, chap sticks, mittens  

(child size), & lotions.   

   More items listed on the school website.   

Checks welcome made out to:  First Presby-

terian Church” (‘school supplies’ on memo line). 
 

Delhi Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support  
    Interested in supporting others by serving 

on an Alzheimer’s care team? United 
Presbyterian Church in Delhi is forming a team 

for our area.  Contact them at 746.2155.  
   The team would provide respite for those 

who are struggling to care for someone in 
their home with Alzheimer’s or other memory 

loss diseases. Training provided (three hours).  
A four person team would then have a two 

hour time commitment each month.  Further 
information available in their office, on their 

bulletin board, and in our literature racks. 

 

Roof Work 
   Work is scheduled on St. Peter’s Rectory roof 

this week.  Anticipated completion:  Friday. 
 

 Bishop’s Appeal Pledges & Gifts ~ 
     

                        Gifts &       # of Parish 

     Pledges       Members       Total                  
 

 St. John:      22        316       
$
5,377   

 St. Peter:     28        195        7,805 
 

   Let your fingers do the walking:  don’t forget 

the ease of donating your gift or pledge to 

the Appeal online directly to the Diocese at:  

 thebishopsappeal.org! 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The stress and anxieties of family life are 

like “thorns which choke off” any opportunity 
to reflect on God’s presence in our lives.  

Notice in the Gospel that Jesus “left the 
house” so He could connect with His Father.  

Grasp five minutes each day to appreciate 
God walking with you. 
 

Colchester Food Bank 
    Food and personal care items may be 
dropped off at Holy Family to help support the 

Food Bank:  cans of pasta, tuna, stew, chili, 
pasta sauce, fruit; jelly, graham crackers, 

spaghetti, peanut butter; boxes of mashed 
potatoes, stuffing; soap, toilet paper, personal 

care items.   
   The Colchester Community Food Bank is 

open Wednesdays 1 to 2:30 pm if it is conven-
ient to drop off your donations there.   
 

Delhi Fair in the Square  Fridays in July 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Word's Return 
 

   The readings, like last week’s, ask us to 

meditate on Israel’s response to God’s Word -- 

and our own. Why do some hear the word of 

the kingdom, yet fail to accept it as a call to 

conversion and faith in Jesus?  That question 

underlies the Gospel, especially. 

    Again we see, as last week, that the kingdom’s 

mysteries are unfolded to those who open their 

hearts, making of them a rich soil in which the 

Word can grow and bear fruit. 

   The firstfruit of the Word is the Spirit of love 

and adoption poured into our hearts in baptism, 

making us children of God, as Paul reminds us in 

the Epistle (Romans 5:5; 8:15-16).  In this, we are 

made a “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17), the 

firstfruits of a new heaven and a new earth (2 

Peter 3:13). 

   Since the first humans rejected God’s Word, 

creation has been enslaved to futility (Genesis 3:17-

19; 5:29), but God’s Word does not go forth only 

to return to Him void.  His Word awaits our 

response. We must show ourselves to be 

children of that Word. We must allow that 

Word to accomplish God’s will in our lives.  As 

Jesus warns today, we must take care lest the 

devil steal it away or lest it be choked by worldly 

concerns. 

   In the Eucharist, the Word gives Himself to us 

as bread to eat. He does so that we might be 

made fertile, yielding fruits of holiness.  As we 

await the crowning of the year, the great harvest 

of the Lord’s Day (Mark 4:29; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 

1:10) - - when His Word will have achieved the 

end for which it was sent.  

          Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

 

 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

“... all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now.” 
           Romans 8:22 

   We know that the natural world speaks to us 
of God's being and creative spirit.  Choose one 

way to join with your child to respect creation 
this week:   Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
 

Which ‘Soil’ Are We? 
 

   Although there are four kinds of soil mentioned by 

Jesus in His parable, there are only two types of 

listeners compared:  those who listen to the Word and 

do not understand it and those who listen to the Word 

and understand.  It is interesting to note that Matthew, 

in contrast with Mark, tells the story in the singular. It 

is the personal commitment that is the benchmark of 

real listening and true understanding.  

   The first category of listeners shows that they listen 

to the Word  but do not understand it.  Understanding 

the Word here is not to be understood on the 

intellectual level but on the wisdom level.  It is 

necessary to enter into its deep and saving meaning.  

In the second the Word is heard and welcomed with 

joy.  Such a welcome (lack of roots) becomes unstable 

when the initial enthusiasm wears out, perhaps 

because of experiences of suffering and persecution 

inevitable in every journey of faithful listening to God.  

The third possibility evokes material preoccupations 

that can choke the Word.  Finally the positive result: 

the seed lost in the threefold soil is compensated by 

the fruitful result.  Briefly, the parable brings out three 

aspects of the act of active and persevering faith: 

listening, understanding and bearing fruit. 
 

 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   Not everything married couples say to each 

other is kind and gentle.  Sometimes it is 
thorny or boring. Carve out five minutes (or 

more) for deep sharing today.  Perhaps 
something like, "A fear, need, or joy I have is..." 


