
   

                 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

                                         August 20, 2017 
 

           

 

Annual Missionary Coop Weekend 
   Please welcome Fr. Raphael Ezeh, from The 
Missionary Society of St. Paul this weekend!   

   One of The Missionary Society of St. Paul 
missions provides rehabilitation and support 

for over 300 orphans who lost their parents 
due to AIDS; provides fresh water wells and 

education in rural communities; sponsors 
seminarians, and gives aid to priests in the 

founding and building of new churches.  
   Your funding this worthy cause will be an 

immense encouragement to the MSP as they 
take the good news to those desperately in 

need of it.  The second collection will support 
them in their continuing work.   

 

Faith Formation Begins 
   Faith Formation classes start September 17: 
8:30 am at St Peter, 10 am at St John.  Both 

churches’ programs can use additional volun-
teers as teachers, assistants, & substitutes.  For 

more information or to find out how you can 
help, contact Katherine Gielskie 607.437.7474. 

 

Picnic 
   The annual Church picnic, hosted by our 
Knights of Columbus, will be held at St. John 

next Saturday, August 26, immediately after 
the 4 pm Mass.  [There will be no 5:30 pm 

Mass at St. Peter.]  Please bring a dish to pass.  
The Knights will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, 

drinks. Knights of Columbus Scholarships will 
be awarded at the picnic. 
 

Delhi Taizé Prayer 
   Taizé Prayer will be held at 7 pm on August 

17 at United Ministry and on September 21 at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church.  

 

 

Home Missions Appeal 
   Next weekend is the Catholic Home 

Missions Appeal collection.  Currently 40% of 
dioceses here in the States are considered 

home missions because they are unable to 
fund essential pastoral work needed in their 

communities. 
   The collection will help ease the struggle of 

these dioceses and form vibrant faith 
communities by funding religious education, 

seminarian formation, and lay ministry 
training.   

   Please prayerfully consider assisting this 
appeal. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
   Calling all inactive Knights as well as any 
men who have an interest in joining:  increased 

membership is needed to help Father regard-
ing issues facing the combined parishes.  

Please contact Pete Bracci at 267.8336 or 
braccipj@ hotmail.com.  The next meeting is on 

September 11 at 6 pm at Ed Rossley’s home 
(contact Pete for directions). 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

   Read a book to (or with) your child that was 
a favorite when you were their age.  Already 

did that?  Do another.  Already did that?  How 
about writing or telling a short story together. 
 

Family Perspective      Bud Ozar 

   The Gospel mother, even when she was 
ignored and insulted, persisted.  She would do 

whatever was necessary to bring relief to her 
child.  Parenting is more than bringing life into 

the world; it is also about sacrificing daily for 
your children.  
 

 

 Bishop’s Appeal  
thebishopsappeal.org 

 

               Gifts &   
#

 of Parish     

                Pledges  Families    %    Total     Deficit                        
 

St. John: 26         184 14 
$
7,592 

$
11,187  

St. Peter:     32         117 24  8,930    6,327 
 

Aging in Community:  Village Movement 
   A majority of Americans state they prefer to 

stay in their own home for as long as possible.  
This may present various obstacles for seniors 

such as driving, home repairs/maintenance, 
social events becoming more difficult to 

attend, etc. 
   The Village movement was founded with 

the idea of ‘neighbors helping neighbors’ to 
remain in their homes for as long as possible, 

and to develop social connections in activities, 
programs, and events.  A forum will be held 

on September 14 from 9 am to 4 pm at the 
Hearst Media Center in Albany and will cover 

the future of aging in community, the origins 
of the movement, the components of operat-

ing and developing a Village, along with 
presentations by seven existing Villages.  The 

goals of this forum are to assist individuals 
and groups interested by providing informa-

tion on incorporating and operating one as 
well as best practices to expand services and 

allow for networking.  Register by September 
7 by calling 518.269.3976. 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   Do you treat your boss or friend better than 
your spouse? Who gets your promptness? 

Who do you dress up for? Who do you clear 
your calendar for? Who gets your undivided 

attention and best effort? 
 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
Matthew 15:21-18 

 

   “[She] called out, ‘Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!  
My daughter is tormented by a demon.” (v22)  Consider the 
woman’s dire straits.  She sees that the cause of her 
daughter’s torment is a demon, and she searches for 
someone who can counteract supernatural evil.  She 
creates a terrible commotion in “calling out” like the 
two blind men (9:27), Peter (14:30), and the other pair of 
blind men (20:30-31).  In her plea, “Have pity on me,” she 
personally identifies herself with the agony of her 
daughter, and Jesus must recognize in this woman a 
mirror image of His own mission Erasmo Leiva-

Merikakis. 
   “But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.” (v23)  It was 
not that the Lord was unwilling to heal her but that he 
might reveal her great faith and humility” Epiphanius.    
   “[Jesus] said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” (v24) In fact, the woman is one of a num-
ber of holy Gentiles in Matthew:  the Magi, the centur-
ion, and the Roman soldiers.  
      “[Jesus] said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the 
children and throw it to the dogs.” (v26)  Jesus seemed to be 
irritated by the woman’s importunity, but in reality He 
admired it and was delighted with her trust and 
humility, and for that reason He repulsed her. 
   “[The woman] said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the 
scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” (v27)  “It was 
for this reason that the Savior postponed giving a reply:  
that the woman might cry aloud with this word.  For it 
was not because He did not want to give her the gift 
that He delayed but because He sought and took care 
beforehand to reveal her faith.” Theodore of Mopsuestia 

   “O woman, great is your faith!  Let it be done for you as you 
wish.” (v28)  The word “O” appears only five times in the 
Gospels and only on the lips of Jesus.  In other instances 
it is used in reproach, here it is an invitation to 
approach.  
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