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 Faith Formation Begins on the 17th  
   Faith Formation classes will start September 17: 
8:30 am at St Peter, 10 am at St John.  Both 
churches’ programs can use additional volunteers 
as teachers, assistants, & substitutes.  For more in-
formation or to find out how you can help, contact 
Katherine Gielskie 607.437.7474. 

 
Faith Formation Volunteer Meetings 

   Anyone interested in helping with the program this 
year should attend one of these meetings: 
 

 St John -- Sunday, September 10,  
 after the 11:15 Mass in Fr. Willis Hall 
 

 St Peter -- Wednesday, September 13,  
 at 7 pm in the Rectory 
 

  For more information, contact Katherine Gielskie at 
607.437.7474. 

 

Catholicism 
   Would you like to learn more about the Catholic 
faith or as a Catholic you did not receive all your 
sacraments, RCIA can answer your questions.  
Speak with Deacon Michael Freeman for more 
information. 
 

Walton Food Bank Needed Items 
    Spaghetti, pasta, & sauces, tuna fish, egg noodles; 
soups: vegetable, chicken noodle, tomato, cream of 
mushroom, Ramen noodle etc.; saltines, canned 
fruit (peaches, fruit cocktail, applesauce); mac 'n 
cheese; peanut butter; cold & hot cereal; canned 
vegetables: corn, peas, green beans, pork 'n beans; 
Jell-O, pudding; Knorr rice/noodles; cake and cookie 
mixes; tea, cocoa, coffee. 
 

Visits at Home, Care Facility, or Hospital 
			Do you know a Catholic friend, neighbor, or 
relative, who is homebound, in the hospital, 
nursing home, or rehab center?  Call the office for 
Eucharist to be brought or just for a visit. 

 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 
 

   You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped. 
                               Jeremiah 20: 7 

   Sometimes each of us makes a fool of 
ourselves. Share a time that you did something 
foolish and how you recovered.  It will give your 
child hope that they too can recover. 
 

For Your Life 
Jeremiah 20:7-9, Romans 12:1-2, Matthew 16:21-27 

 

   The First Reading catches the prophet Jeremiah in a 
moment of weakness. His intimate lamentation 
contains some of the strongest language of doubt 
found in the Bible. Following God’s call, he feels 
abandoned.  Preaching His Word has brought him 
only derision and reproach, but God does not deceive, 
and Jeremiah knows this. He tests the just (Jeremiah 

20:11–12), and disciplines His children through their 
sufferings and trials (Hebrews 12:5–7). 
   What Jeremiah learns, Jesus states explicitly in the 
Gospel:  to follow Him is to take up a cross, to deny 
yourself -- your priorities, preferences, and comforts. 
It is to be willing to give it all up, even life itself, for 
the sake of His Gospel.  As Paul says in the Epistle, 
we have to join ourselves to the Passion of Christ, to 
offer our bodies--our whole beings--as living sacrifices 
to God.  By His Cross, Jesus has shown us what 
Israel’s sacrifices of animals were meant to teach—
that we owe to God all that we have. 
   God’s kindness is a greater good than life itself.  
The only thanks we can offer is our spiritual worship--
to give our lives to the service of His will (Hebrews 10:3–

11; Psalm 50:14, 23).  Peter doesn’t yet get this.  As it 
was for Jeremiah, the cross is a stumbling block for 
Peter (1 Corinthians 1:23). This too is our natural temp-
tation, to refuse to believe that our sufferings play a 
necessary part in God’s plan.  Jesus tells us we are 
called to the renewal of our minds to think as God 
thinks, to will what He wills.    
   In the Mass, we once again offer ourselves as 
perfect and pleasing sacrifices of praise (Hebrews 13:15). 
We bless Him as we live, confident that we will find 

our lives in losing them, that with the riches of His 
banquet, our souls will be satisfied.    Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

 

Right to Life Bottles 
  Please remember to drop your deposit bottles in 
Father Willis Hall or St. Peter’s conference room 
to help finance the Right to Life March.  Thank 
you for all your past bottle drops. 
 

Monastic Experience for Women 
   If you are looking for an opportunity to discern 
God’s call on your life, St. Scholastica Priory is 
holding a discernment weekend October 6 thru 8 
in Petersham, Massachusetts.  Come and exper-
ience life in a house of contemplative Benedictine 
nuns:  praying, eating, and working with them.  
Hear their own stories about their journeys.  
Please contact Sister Mary Frances:  978.724.3214, 
smfwynn@aol.com. 
 

Family Perspective      Bud Ozar 
    Relationships live in a careful balance.  If a person 
changes, the balance is altered requiring a shift in 
the relationship.  In the Gospel Jesus announced a 
change, and Peter resisted.  Some-times those we 
count on for support may actually get in the way.  
Jesus told Peter:  “You are an obstacle to Me.”  
 

 

Dominican Retreat Center     518.393.4169 
 

    September 15-17 or 22-24 :  Women’s 
retreat∼  
  What Do You Want Me to Do For You?  
Come and 
  enjoy 44 hours away from the daily 
routine for rest, 
  quiet, learning and reflection, inner 
healing, growth,  
  prayer, and sharing.  The flexible 
schedule is varied 

  to meet individual needs and includes:  
conferences, 
  worship services, opportunity for 
private consultation/ 
  companioning with any of the staff, 
AND free time. 
Sr. Kay Kanick, RSM & Sr. Marilyn Vassallo, 

CSJ 
Cost:  $205 (age 65+ -- $190). 

 

 
Mass on TV and at rcda.org 

  If you unable to come to one of our Masses, the 
Diocese streams Mass live each week on its 
website, www.rcda.org.  If you have cable, you 
can watch Mass on EWTN. 

 

The Sabbath 
	

				The	 Sunday	 obligation	 for	 all	 the	 faithful	 is	 a	
well-spring	 of	 authentic	 freedom	 enabling	 them	
to	 live	 each	 day	 in	 accordance	 with	 what	 they	
celebrated	on	“the	Lord’s	Day.”	 	The	 life	of	 faith	
is	endangered	when	we	 lose	 the	desire	 to	 share	
in	 the	 celebration	 of	 the	 Eucharist	 and	 its	 com-
memoration	of	the	paschal	victory.			
				Sunday	 thus	 appears	 as	 the	 primordial	 holy	
day,	when	all	 believers	 can	become	heralds	 and	
guardians	of	the	true	meaning	of	time.			 	 It	gives	
rise	 to	 the	 Christian	 meaning	 of	 life	 and	 a	 new	
way	 of	 experiencing	 time,	 relationships,	 work,	
life,	 and	 death.	 	 On	 the	 Lord’s	 Day,	 then,	 it	 is	
fitting	 that	 Church	 groups	 should	 organize	
around	 Sunday	 Mass,	 the	 activities	 of	 the	
Christian	 community:	 	 social	 gatherings,	 pro-
grams	 for	 the	 faith	 formation	of	 children,	 young	
people	and	adults,	charitable	works,	pilgrimages,	
and	different	moments	of	prayer.	
				While	 recognizing	 that	 Saturday	 evening,	
beginning	with	First	Vespers,	 is	already	a	part	of	
Sun-day	and	a	 time	when	 the	 Sunday	obligation	
can	be	 fulfilled,	we	need	 to	 remember	 that	 it	 is	
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Sunday	itself	that	is	meant	to	be	kept	holy,	lest	it	
end	up	as	a	day	“empty	of	God.”			

																																							∼	Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 
   Infidelity is not always physical.  A more subtle 
form is Emotional Infidelity.  It can start when one 
spouse feels under-appreciated and gets 
affirmation from someone outside the marriage. 
Sometimes work or even the needs of one's child-
ren can be the source. Giving time and attention 
now can prevent an emotional affair later. 
 

Increase Your Mileage 
   You can help bring hope to people in need by 
donating your used or broken boat or vehicle via 
Catholic Relief Services/crs.com or 855.990.4483.   
 


