
   

                             Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Coffee Hour  

next Sunday 

after 11:15 Mass. 
 

Suicide Survivor Support 
 

    A support group for adults who have lost a loved 
one to suicide meets every second Wednesday of 
each month, 6 to 7 pm at United Methodist, 101 
North Street, Walton. 
    This is an opportunity to express yourself, find 
support, comfort, and resources along with others 
who have been affected by personal loss them-
selves.   
 

Suicide prevention crisis lifeline:  1.800.273.8255 
 

Colchester Food Bank 
 

    Please bring food to Holy Family on Sunday or 
the food bank on Wednesdays 1 to 2:30 pm. 
directly to drop your contributions for the 
community.  Some needed items:  cans of pasta, 
tuna, stew, chili, pasta sauce. 

 

Adoration 
 

   Come experience the presence of the Lord by 
having personal time with Him.  Rest and immerse 
yourself in the peace of our Lord. 
 

St. Peter on Tuesdays and St. John on Thursdays 
 

Offertory Envelopes 
 

    Please contact either office if you would like to 
have weekly offertory envelopes. To help save on 
Church expenses, call if you no longer use them. 

 
 

 

March for Life 

    If you are interested in joining this year’s trip to 
Washington D.C. January 18-19 to voice your 
concern for the rights of the unborn, contact 
Cathie at Sacred Heart Church, Stamford at 652. 
7170.  A bus will pick up parishioners at St. John 
the Baptist at 1 pm on January 18. 
 

9 Days for Life Novena 
    Can’t make the trip to Washington, D.C.?  Join 
the U.S. bishops' annual novena, 9 Days for Life, 
which will take place Thursday, January 18 to 
Friday, January 26. Please pray for the respect 
and protection of all human life with new 
intentions, brief reflections, etc. daily. Download 
the novena online, or participate through 
Facebook, email, text message, or an app.  Join at 
www.9daysforlife.com.  [Day 1 is in the literature 
racks of our Churches.] 
 

Marriage Moments                Susan Vogt 
 

"Speak, for your servant is listening." 1 Samuel 3:18 
 

    A common complaint among couples is, 
"You're not listening to me." When is listening 
hard for you?  Busy or tired, ask for a better time.  
Is there a conversation you've been avoiding? 
 

O God, You reveal the signs of  
Your presence among us in the Church,  

in the liturgy, and in our brothers and sisters. 
Let no word of yours ever fall by the wayside 

or be rendered ineffective through 
our indifference or neglect. 

Rather, make us quick to recognize Your saving 
plan whenever we encounter it, and 

keep us ready always to serve 
as prophets and apostles of  Your kingdom. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Retreats
 

Dominican Retreat Conference Center    518.393.4169 
 

January 26-28, February 2-4, April 6-8: Women's 

Retreats  “ … and after these … a tiny whispering 
sound.”  Take 44 hours away from your daily routine for 
rest, quiet, learning and reflection, inner healing, growth, 
prayer, and sharing.   
    Directors: January-- Sr. Kay Kanick, RSM; February-- 
    Sr. Carol Gaeke, OP; April-- Sr. Maureen Murphy, OP. 
 

February 9-11:  Weekend for Men Concerned with Alco-
holism “Sought through Prayer and Meditation.” Having a 
higher power is a must for the recovering person. 
Spirituality is a must, not religion. Our spirituality is finding 
our loving God.    Director: Fr. Emmet Murphy, OFM.  
  

Cost:   $205    (65+  $190) 
 

 

Family Perspective               Bud Ozar 
 

    Jesus’ question in the Gospel is still valid today:  
“What are you looking for?”  What do you want 
from your spouse, children, or parents?  Families 
are populated with imperfect people.  To expect 
perfection is unreal.  To expect and accept im-
perfection is wisdom. 

 

Parenting Pointers               Susan Vogt 
 

    Tomorrow we celebrate the contributions of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. regarding racial equality 
and non-violence.  Does your child have any 
friends from a different race?  If not, why not?  
Talk and find ways to mix or read stories of a 
different ethnic group. 
 

Taizé Prayer 
     Taizé Prayer will be held at Delhi Community 
Church on January 18 at 7 pm.   A service of song, 
silence, and contemplation, Taizé prayer is held 
every third Thursday at different Delhi churches.  
Come experience peace and tranquility. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Hearing the Call 
 

    In the call of Samuel and the first Apostles, the 

readings shed light on our own calling to be 

followers of Christ. 

    Notice in the Gospel that John’s disciples are 

prepared to hear God’s call. They are already 

looking for the Messiah, so they trust in John’s 

word and follow when he points out the Lamb of 

God walking by. 

    Samuel is also waiting on the Lord - - sleeping 

near the Ark of the Covenant where God’s glory 

dwells, taking instruction from Eli, the high priest.  

Samuel listened to God’s word, and the Lord was 

with him. Samuel, through his word, turned all 

Israel to the Lord (1 Samuel 3:21; 7:2-3). The disciples too, 

heard and followed - - words we hear repeatedly in 

the Gospel. They stayed with the Lord and by their 

testimony brought others to the Lord. 

    These scenes from salvation history should give 

us strength to embrace God’s will and to follow His 

call in our lives.  God is constantly calling to each 

of us - - personally, by name (Isaiah 43:1; John 10:3). He 

wants us to seek Him in love, to long for His word 

(Wisdom 6:11-12). We must desire always, as the 

apostles did, to stay where the Lord stays, to 

constantly seek His face (Psalm 42:2). 

    For we are not our own, but belong to the Lord, 

as Paul say.  We must have ears open to 

obedience, and write His word within our hearts. 

We must trust in the Lord’s promise that if we 

come to Him in faith, He will abide with us (John 15:14; 

14:21-23), and raise us by His power, and we must 

reflect in our lives the love He has shown us, so 

that others too may find the Messiah. 

    As we renew our vows of discipleship in this 

Eucharist, let us approach the altar singing the new 

song of today’s Psalm: “Behold I come . . . to do 

your will O God.” Dr. Scott Hahn 

http://www.9daysforlife.com/

