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❀ Birthright Flower Sale Today! ❀ 

 

Ministry Schedule Updates Due Today 
 

     Interested:   If you would like to be part of any of your 

Church's ministries, please call the contact below to arrange 

for training.  Submit your preferred Mass day, vacation, and 

contact info so you will be included on the July to 

December schedule. 

    Current Ministers:  Any days away during the second half 

of 2018?  Contact Nancy, 865.6879, Doreen, 865.6724, for 

St. John/Holy Family and 746.2503 for St. Peter. 
 

CRS Rice Bowls 
    Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Catho-

lic Relief Services Rice Bowls.  The parishes’ Lenten alms-

giving:   St. John the Baptist-- 
$
896 and St. Peter-- 

$
564! 

 

Hearts Aflame Eucharistic Congress 
 

WHAT 

The Eucharistic Congress is a 
diocesan-wide gathering with 

our bishop, centered around the 
Lord Jesus in the Eucharist.  

It will include special speakers, 
devotions, and activities for 

children and youth. 
 

WHEN 

Saturday, September 22, 2018 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

(Registration begins at 8:00 am) 
 

WHERE 

Shrine of the North 
American Martyrs 
in Auriesville, NY 

 

WHO 

All Catholics in our diocese and 
guests from all faith traditions. 

 

INFO & REGISTER 
www.rcda.org/heartsaflame 

 

 

 

On-Line with the Bishop’s Appeal 
 

    Make your Bishop’s Appeal pledge or gifting easier! 

The on-line option enables you to create a personal log-in 

that is tied directly to your record with the Bishop’s Appeal 

Office.  Gifts are easier to make, and you can see your 

giving history.  You have the ability to make a pledge, pay 

on a pledge, or make an outright gift.  The option to set 

up an auto-deduct pledge payment schedule from a credit 

card or checking account is also available.  The Bishop’s 

Appeal office sends the Church a monthly statement 

keeping the parishes apprised of all pledges and gifts. 

    If you are using the Bishop’s Appeal envelopes, make 

your check out to your parish, and just drop it in the 

offertory basket.  Thank you. 
  

Parenting Pointers               Susan Vogt 
 

    On March 11 I challenged families to unplug for a day.  

Whether you did this or not, ask your family if they are 

willing to free themselves of digital devices (with the 

exception of work or school) for one full week.  Experi-

ment with human or outdoor entertainment (badminton, 

croquet, mini golf, hiking, etc.) or maybe pull out Twister 

or board games. 
 

Catholic Singles Weekend 
 

   Catholic and single?  Come and bring your friends the 

weekend of June 15 to 17 to a singles weekend.  Enjoy 

some time away at Pyramid Life Center, a beautiful camp 

and lodge in Paradox, New York.  Join in on an all-inclusive 

social weekend in a beautiful setting at a great price.  For 

information:   cathsing@yahoo.com. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 
 

    Jesus was worried about His disciples, and He turned to 

prayer.  No matter how much time we spend trying to 

“guard and protect” our children, each day they become 

less dependent on us, and we must let go and let God.  

Prayer and parenting go together. 
 

Next Two Marriage Encounters 
 

    Happy Mother’s Day!  Allow Jesus to be Lord of your 

marriage relationship by attending one of the two Marriage 

Encounter weekends being offered.  Upcoming weekends:  

May 19/20 in Warner, New Hampshire and November 3/4 

in our neck of the woods -- Albany. 

 

chwc 
 

    It’s time to think about summer service!  Catholic Heart 

Workcamp has summer dates available beginning June 10-

16.  All camps offer interactive youth programs, creative 

media, faith sharing, contemporary music, praise & worship, 

daily mass, etc.   
 

LOVE -- exemplifying Christ’s love inspires the 

world to grow in ways that nourish our souls and 

deepen our faith. 
 

SERVE -- a week of service where putting others at 

the focus of our work encourages living out the 

Catholic faith and its mission. 
 

CONNECT -- For over 25 years chwc has been 

providing opportunities to change lives and be a 

light to those with whom we encounter.  
 

    For more information:   HEARTWORKCAMP.COM or call 

407.678.0073.   Help restore the hearts and home of other 

here in the US or in the world. 
 

Marriage Moments             Susan Vogt 
 

    Complaining can poison your marriage. Sure, there are 

times when your spouse does something you don't like and 

you should honestly share that. Other times you may just 

want to vent. Occasional complaining is OK, but repetitive 

or more than once a day makes you a sourpuss. It's hard to 

love a sourpuss. 

 

 
 

Retreat
 

Dominican Retreat Conference Center        518.393.4169

 

May 18-20:  1) Silent Weekend Directed Retreat   

Treat yourself to a weekend spent with God in silence and 

solitude focusing on your personal relationship with God. 

Director: Sr. Christine Connolly, OP 
 

2) Art and Spirit Weekend Retreat  

“The Shapes of Faith, Hope, and Love."  Journey from the 

cave of our hearts to the God of the universe with our own 

God-given creative nature as our guides. 

Director:  Brother Mickey O'Neill McGrath, OSFS 
 

Cost:   
$
205    (65 & over: 

 $
190) 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
John 17:11b-19 

 

    On the seventh Sunday of Easter, the seventeenth chapter of 
John's Gospel is always read. This entire chapter is a prayer by 
Jesus, commending Himself to the Father and expressing His 
care and concern for His disciples.  
    Several important themes appear in this prayer.  First, Jesus' 
prayer reaffirms the complete union between Himself and the 
Father.  Throughout John's Gospel, Jesus has been presented as 
the One who preexisted with the Father and as the One sent by 
the Father to do his work on earth.   We hear Jesus include all 
His disciples in this union with the Father -- we are reminded 
that Christ is the source of Christian unity.  Through Christ, we 
are united with one another and with God Our Father.   
    In this prayer, Jesus describes part of His mission in the 
language of protection.  He has protected those who were given 
to Him by the Father.  In this we hear echoes of the dualism that 
is reflected throughout John's Gospel.  The Evangelist John has 
presented Jesus' mission on earth in the context of a cosmic 
struggle between good and evil, represented by light and 
darkness. In Jesus' presence, His disciples have been protected 
from Satan.  Now that Jesus is returning to the Father, He prays 
that His disciples will continue to be protected from the evil one.  
    We also see the distinction found in John's Gospel between the 
world and the disciples.  The disciples are in the world, but they 
do not belong to the world.  Yet like Jesus, they are sent into the 
world for the world's salvation.  As Jesus' teaching and ministry 
was a source of consternation for some, Jesus knows that the 
world may not accept His disciples with open arms. The world, 
according to John, prefers the darkness. Yet the light will not be 
overcome by the darkness.  
    Reading this prayer of Jesus during the Easter Season, through 
the lens of His Resurrection, we know that the light of Christ has 
overcome the darkness of sin and death in our world.  We know 
that the salvation is given to us in the name of Jesus, and that His 
name -- “God saves” -- announces His mission on our behalf. 
  

Pastoral Ministers of the Sick: 
 

"Walking with the Heart of Christ … 
…with Wonder, Courage, and Hope" 

 

   The annual Retreat for Pastoral Care Ministers of the Sick 

will be Wednesday, June 13, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.  

Spend a day put aside to refresh and renew your spirits at 

Carondelet Hospitality Center in Latham.  Cost:  
$
30. 

    Sr. Melanie Svoboda, national lecturer, author, is the pre-

senter. Register:  portal.rcda.org:81/PastoralCareRegistration. 

 

mailto:cathsing@yahoo.com

