
   

                   Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

                                           July 15, 2018 
 

           

 

 Bishop’s Appeal Pledges & Gifts ~ 

thebishopsappeal.org 

   You can easily make your pledge online as an 
outright gift or have automatic monthly payments.   
SNOWBIRDS:  Please call the Diocese Stewardship 
Office, 518.453.6680, to leave your forwarding ad-
dress for pledge statement and tax document mail-
ings.   

 

                 Gifts &     # of Parish  
                   Pledges     Members      Total        Deficit    
 

 St. John:       34          324       
$ 

9,917    
$
9,425 

 St. Peter:      32          157       10,170  5,087 

 

Knights at Fair in the Square 
 

   Don't forget to stop by our Knights of Columbus 
booth Fridays in July at the Delhi Fair in the Square. 
 

Offertory Envelopes 
 

   Please help our money counters, who graciously 
give of their time every Sunday, by filling out your 
offertory envelope.  Thank you. 
 

Backpack Project 
 

   The Delhi Clergy Association Backpack Project 
helping our Delaware Academy students has 
begun!  All donations may be dropped off at First 
Presbyterian Church on Clinton Street (there is a 
box outside their office) by August 28 or at St. 
Peter by August 26:  pencils (colored & regular), 
crayons, markers, pens, folders, erasers, full-size 
generic backpacks, plastic crayon/pencil boxes, 
college-ruled loose-leaf paper, spiral notebooks, 
scissors, glue sticks, dental picks, juice boxes, 
child-size mittens, character band aids, male/ 
female deodorant, mini shampoo bottles, tooth-
brushes/mini toothpaste, Chapsticks®, and other 
useful school items.  
   Checks, made out to “First Presbyterian Church,” 
are also welcome and appreciated (please note 
‘school supplies’ on check memo line). 
 

 

 

Walton Food Bank 
 

   Help is needed during the summer:  spaghetti, 
pasta & sauces, tuna fish, egg noodles; soups: 
vegetable, chicken noodle, tomato, cream of mush-
room, Ramen noodle, etc.; saltines.  Thank you.   
 

Marriage Moments             Susan Vogt 
 

   Consider possibilities like changing to a job that 
might be more conducive to a healthy marriage 
even though it might reduce your income. Can you 
think of any time you risked or were faced with a 
problem that seemed too much for you and yet you 
felt the strength of God's presence? 
 

Marriage Encounter 
 

   Jesus is asking us to go out two by two and 
proclaim His good news. Strengthen your relation-
ship, rekindle your romance, and renew your 
sacrament with a Marriage Encounter Weekend:  
September 14 to 16 in Huntington, New York and 
November 3 to 4 in Albany.  Call:   518.279.3243. 
 

Parenting Patience 
 

   As we consider our own history with God, which 
will include the memory of many times we have 
thought God had lost His patience with us, we can 
realize that His presence is like the dew, giving us 
the gentle nourishment.  During these warm sum-
mer months, remember to keep your patience with 
your children as well. 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 
 

   Jesus sent out His apostles without a lot of 
"things" because THINGS distract.  We collect, 
argue about and protect our "things."  Garage 
sales only transfer "things."  We even ignore each 
other because we have "things" to do.  What 
"things" are separating you from your family?  

 

The soul must just leave itself in the hands 
of God, and do what He wills it to do. 

 

                                  Saint Teresa of Avila 
 

 

NO Late Fees 
 

   Stop by our Church libraries, and pick up some 
good summer reading.  

 

Hartwick Summer Institute 
July 29 - August 3  

 

    Father David Michiewicz from St. Mary’s Church 
will be presenting: “Sacred Spaces into the Future.” 
Brochures are in the Church literature racks. 
 

"Come Away" 
 

   When Jesus told His apostles to “come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while,” they 
were almost certainly attracted not only by resting 
but to resting with Jesus!   Our time of vacation is 
given to us not so much to distract ourselves from 
life but to go to Jesus, the very root of all life, free 
from our usual obligations and possible distractions. 
   The people you will spend time with have been 
given to you.  The time you have to be with them 
more constantly and attentively is also a gift.  The 
unpredictable beauty that will arise from your being 
together is God’s hand at work before you.  Fr. R. Veras 

 

 

 

The Priory Retreat, Chestertown   
518.494.3733 

 

Guided Weekend Retreat July 27-29:  Disconnect 
from the distractions of the world, and take refuge 
from the storms of your everyday life.  Come seek a 
weekend of stillness and attend to your own 
spiritual needs.  Join us as we gather in prayer, 
share in common meals, take a guided hike, and 
meet with our retreat director daily.   Cost:  $225 
 

Family Weekend Retreat August 17-19: (other dates 

available)  Does your family need to take a break this 
summer?  Come to the Adirondack Mountains and 
get away with your family.  Leave the noise of the 
world behind and come take refuge on the mount.   
Join us as we gather in prayer, share in common 
meals, take a family-friendly guided hike, and have 
faith-filled adventures daily.   
 

 

 
 

Gospel Reflection 
Mark 6:7-13 

 

   This week’s and next week’s Gospel describe how 
Jesus sent the disciples to minister in His name, and 
the disciples’ return to Jesus afterward. In today’s 
Gospel Jesus’ ministry is presented in connection 
with the teaching of John the Baptist.  Jesus’ public 
ministry begins after John is arrested. John the 
Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, who preached the 
fulfillment of the Kingdom of God. 
   Recall that last week we heard how Jesus was 
rejected in His hometown of Nazareth. The 
reminder about John the Baptist’s ministry and his 
death at the hands of Herod makes a similar point. 
Mark reminds his readers that Jesus’ ministry and 
that of His disciples preaching repentance and the 
Kingdom of God is dangerous business for them. 
Mark wants his readers to remember that we may 
find resistance as we choose to be disciples of Jesus. 
   Mark’s Gospel tells us that Jesus sent out the 
Twelve selected from among Jesus’ disciples and 
named by Mark in Chapter 3 (also called apostles.) 
The word apostle means “one who is sent.” The 
number 12 is also a symbolic number, representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel. By naming twelve 
apostles, Jesus shows His mission to be in continuity 
with the mission of God’s people, Israel. 
   Jesus’ instructions to the apostles are very specific: 
He repeats the mission that they are sent to preach 
and to share His authority to heal and to drive out 
demons; He sends them in pairs, establishing His 
mission as a communal endeavor; He also instructs 
them to travel lightly, without the customary food, 
money, and extra set of clothes. These instructions 
mean that the Twelve will be dependent on the 
hospitality of others, just as Jesus depended on others 
to provide for his needs. 
    Jesus continues to send us into the world as His 
disciples, but like the first disciples, we are not sent 
alone -- Jesus has given us the community of the 
Church, which strengthens our life of discipleship. 
 


