
  

                                                         Tw enty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                                                                

 

 
           

Letter to a Suffering Church 

   Feeling hurt, angry, or demoralized about the 
sexual abuse crisis plaguing the Catholic Church? 
Our parish wants to help, and that’s why we’ve 
ordered copies of a new book for the parish. It’s 
titled Letter to a Suffering Church:  A Bishop 
Speaks on the Sexual Abuse Crisis by Bishop 
Robert Barron. We invite you to pick up your 
free copy in the vestibule of Church.  

 

Youth Retreat! 

Attention Teens:   We would like to invite you to 
attend an exceptional retreat experience de-
signed specifically for teens and led by teens. 
The Journey Retreat is a 25+ year tradition 
currently held at the Dominican Retreat Center 
in Niskayuna and overseen by Fr. Bob Longo-
bucco and Mark Sabatini.  
   This retreat has been attended & facilitated by 
many Oneonta teens. If you are interested in 
growing closer to God, this is something you 
won’t want to miss!  The next retreat will be 
held on November 7-10. Financial assistance is 
available. For more information or to register, 
call Diane at St. Mary’s Rectory at 607.432.3920. 

 

Learn More about Catholicism 
   Want to learn more about our faith, would 
like to become a Catholic, or you did not re-
ceive one of the sacraments?  Speak to Deacon 
Freeman about an upcoming RCIA class.  
 

Harmony and Our Tenth Step 
   For Women Concerned with Alcoholism, there 
will be a retreat held October 11-13 at the 
Dominican Retreat Center, 518.393.4169.  Cost: 
$205 (65+

:  $190).  Flyers posted on bulletin boards.  
 

 

Faith Formation  
 

Began Sunday, September 22. 
 

9:30 am at St Peter, 10 am at St John 
 

   

Invitation to a New Study Series 
   Deacon Freeman is forming a new Study 
Group on Catholic Justice to meet in Father 
Willis Hall at St. John on Wednesdays at 7 pm.  
It will be hosted by Rick Howard, Esq., retired 
Judicial Educator and Lay affiliate of the Order 
of St. Benedict with coffee and donuts.  All are 
welcome.  [Topics will be posted.} 

 

By Faith the Just Man Shall Live 
Hab 1:2–3; 2:2–4; Ps 95:1–2, 6–9; 2 Ti 1:6–8, 13–14; Lk 17:5–10 

 

   In the First Reading we hear the original 
prophetic line made so central by St. Paul (Rom 1:17; 

Gal 3:11; Hb 10:38). We are to live by faith in Christ who 
loved us and gave Himself on the Cross for us. 
   The world, though, can seem to us as seventh-
century Judah seemed to Habakkuk - - in the con-
trol of God’s enemies.  The strife and discord we 
face in our lives can sometimes cause us to won-
der, as Habakkuk does, why God doesn’t seem 
to hear or intervene when we cry for help. 
   We cannot let our hearts be hardened by the 
trials we undergo.  Psalm 95 reminds us:  Israel 
forgot His mighty works, lost faith in the sound 
words of His promise. They tested God in the 
desert demanding a sign.  But God didn’t re-
deem Israel from Egypt only to let them die in 
the desert, and He didn’t ransom us from futility 
only to abandon us in our trials. He is our God, 
and we are the people He shepherds always 
even if His mercy and justice seem long delayed. 
   If we call on the Lord, as the Apostles did, He 
will increase our faith; will stir to a flame the 
Holy Spirit within us.  Paul tells us the Lord will 
always give us the love and self-control we need 
to bear our share of hardship for the Gospel with 
a strength that can come from God alone.  Our 
task is to continue doing what He has com-
manded - - to love and to build up His kingdom - - 
trusting that His vision still presses on to its 
fulfillment.  For His vision still has its time. One 
day, though we are but “unprofitable servants,” 
we will be invited to eat and drink at our Mas-
ter’s table. It is that day we anticipate with each 
celebration of the Eucharist.        Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

 
 

Rosary on Sundays 
 

8:50 am St. Peter & 10:40 am St. John 
 

Rosary with the Residents Saturday 
   Come pray the Rosary with the residents at 
the Dellhi Nursing Home.  Starting this Satur-
day, October 5, and every first Saturday there-
after, (weather permitting), we will be saying 
the rosary with the residents at the Delhi 
Rehab at 10:30 am in the Elm Living Room.   
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar  

   Faith is one of those things we just can’t get 
enough of!  In the Gospel the apostles asked 
Jesus to “increase our faith.”  It is faith in our-
selves, our spouse, our children, and our parents 
which equips us to overlook annoyances, helps 
us to forgive, and urges us to ask forgiveness.  
“Lord, increase our faith!” 

 

Open ♥s, Open Homes 
   Children in foster care need a loving family to 
take care of them on a temporary basis due 
their families’ needs.  Can you open your home 
temporarily to help provide emotional support 
to a child during a confusing time of their life?  
   Delaware County Department of Social Ser-
vices provides foster parent training to help 
prepare you as well as assigns a caseworker, 
who will provide support.  Classes are held in 
the spring and fall each year during the 
evening.  Call 832.5353 for more information. 

 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

   This is Respect Life Month in the Catholic trade-
tion. It encompasses everything from conception 
to death.  Which components speak most to your 
heart:  abortion, care for the poor, health care, 
protection of immigrants, anti-death penalty, 
care for the earth...?  Ask your child their priority. 

  St. Peter coffee hour next Sunday. 
 

Rosary Rally 

Saturday, October 19 (please arrive 11:50 am) 
Veteran’s Plaza, Delaware Street, Walton  

   Please join us on the 102nd anniversary of the 
Miracle of the Sun in Fatima.  We will beseech 
God and Our Lady for the conversion of the 
United States and offer reparation for sins and 
offenses committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 
 

Assistance 

   All three churches need ministry help to keep 
the parishes running smoothly (lector, Eucharis-
tic, money counting, sacristan, environmental, 
catechist).   Training is offered as well as time to 
follow someone in the ministry until you are 
ready.  Serve once a month, every other month, 
etc. - - you decide.  Interested?  Call the office. 

 

Bishop’s Appeal 
   Your gifts or pledges can be made thru 
February 2020 to parish offices or online at 
thebishopsappeal.org.  See the back cover for 
the up-to-date status of the Appeal. 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

Destruction and violence are before me; there is 
strife, and clamorous discord. 

 Habakkuk 1:3 

   These days life can often feel like everything is 
falling apart - - politically, within our Church, 
even within our family.  Lean on your spouse for 
strength.  Rest in the arms of your beloved as a 
reminder of God's love enveloping you both. 

 

Penny Social 
   Items needed!   Drop off Monday thru Friday 
between 10 am and 4 pm.  Call Jim at the of-
fice, ext. 203, to let him know you will be in. 


