
  

                                                                      First Sunday of Advent 
                                                                 December 1, 2019 

 

 
           

 

Immaculate Conception Masses 
 

Monday, December 9* 
 

 St. Peter: 8 am 
 St. John: 9:30 am 
 Holy Family: noon 

 

* No daily Masses on Tuesday, December 8.* 
 

 
 

Discernment Open House 
 

Could I be called to priesthood?  What if I’m not holy 

enough?  Are seminarians regular guys like me? 

What’s my next step in discerning my vocation? 
 

    Join seminarians and other men discerning the 
priesthood on December 9 at 6 pm for an 
evening of prayer, worship, reflection, and dinner 
at the St. Isaac Jogues House of Formation & 
Pre-Seminary, 93 Park Avenue, Albany.   

Fr. Anthony Ligato, Vicar for Vocations 

Anthony.Ligato@rcda.org, 518.453.6690. 
 

Confront the Issues 

   The series resumes this Wednesday with Rick 
Howard, Esq. moderating the discussion, “Justice 
for Offenders -- Rights and Rehabilitation” in 
Father Willis Hall at 7 pm.  Light refreshments.  
Learn about it, talk about it. 
 

Advent Devotional 
   Pick up a copy of this year’s Advent 
devotional, Waiting in Hope, with reflections 
on the daily readings.  Prepare yourself spiritu-
ally and become focused on the coming of 
Christ, which will enable you to experience His 
peace during this busy season.   
 

 

 

Advent Daily Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: 
8 am at St. Peter 

9:30 am at St. John 

WATCHING & WAITING 
 

   The season Advent is a time to watch and wait.  
The word Advent comes from the Latin word 
adventus  which means “arrival.”  During the next 
four weeks we await, and eagerly anticipate, the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth, the Savior who came to 
us in Bethlehem, His first Advent. 
    Mary and Joseph waited and watched during that 
very first Advent season.  They awaited the birth of 
Mary’s firstborn son, the child who was “the Son of 
the Most High.”    This child was to be named “Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.”  Mary 
“gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger.”   
    During Advent we prepare to celebrate Christ-
mas.  But Advent is also a time of waiting and 
watching for Jesus to fulfill His promise that He 
will come again on the Last Day -- that will be our 
Lord’s Second Advent.  At His first Advent Jesus 
came to live and grow, to teach and heal, and to die 
on the cross, suffering the penalty of death for our 
sins.  At His Second Advent Jesus will come as the 
King of glory to judge the nations. 

 

 
 

Celebrate with an Advent Wreath 
    Make a family wreath for your daily worship this 
Advent.  The circular wreath reminds us that God, like 
the circle, has no beginning and no end.  Evergreens 
on the wreath symbolize our everlasting relationship 
with God, the source of continuous new life. 
  The wreath has four candles:  three purple (or violet) 
and one rose.  On the First Sunday and week the first 
violet candle is lit.  On the following three Sundays 
and weeks an additional candle is lit with the rose 
candle being lit on the Third Sunday.  The candles 
remind us that the incarnation has transformed the 
darkness of hatred & evil into the light of joy & love. 

  

St. Peter coffee hour next Sunday. 

 
 

Candlelight Memorial for Lost Children 
    There will be a candle lighting ceremony this 
Sunday, December 8, to remember our 
departed children starting at 6:45 pm at the UU 
Church, 12 Ford Avenue, in Oneonta. Parents 
may bring a small photo of your child (arrive 
before 6:45 to set up your photo on the memory 
table).  Candles are provided. Refreshments will 
be served.  For more Information:  433-2089. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar  

    Jesus advises:  “Stay awake, watch out, and 
pray for the strength to hold your ground” when 
“fearful and bewildering signs” appear threat-
ening your family.  Resist being ‘fearful.’  Instead 
“pray for the strength” to be courageous. 
 

More Gift Ideas for Christmas 
 

Catholic Relief Services  Full health exams 
with $25 for 12 kids;  for $35 or more a child in Laos 
or Guatemala can have a back-pack, uniform and 
shoes; $

50 purchases quality seeds that resist 
drought, pests, and disease and helps fight 
hunger; $80 buys a lamb or baby goat -- a daily 
source of nutritious milk and helps increase family 
income.   Check out CRS.org for additional ideas. 
 

Prayer for Lighting Your Advent Wreath 
 

Lord God of all creation,  
    You came among us as an infant in Bethlehem 
long ago.  Come to us now as we prepare to 
celebrate Your birth and look forward to Your 
coming in glory at the end of time. 
    May the light of this wreath remind us of the 
power of Your steadfast love for us over the dark-
ness of fear, evil, and death.   
    May we praise you all the days of our lives.  Amen  

Reconciliation Saturday at  
St. John 3 to 3:30 pm. 

 

Advent Reconciliations 7 pm 
 

10th  St. Peter Communal Reconciliation 
 

11th  St. Peter Individual Reconciliation 
 

17th  St. John Communal Reconciliation 
 

18th  St. John Individual Reconciliation 

 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 
    December 6 is St. Nick's Day when children 
often find a trinket in their shoe ... but some 
don't. Help your child go beyond trinkets and 
contemplate "A spirit of wisdom and of under-
standing" Isaiah 11:2  Discuss who is a wise person 
that each of you know.  Talk about why? 
 

Dominican Retreat Center      518.393.4169 

Dec. 6-8-- Silent Women’s & Men’s Retreat, 
Beginning  Before  It  Begins  The story of Jesus  is 
about  obstacles removed  to allow His arrival,  
which is the path  of our own  stories. His story 
teaches us that the meaning of our lives does not 
come to us while we wait expectantly, it comes 
out of us if we dig deep.     $205 (65+:  $190) 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

    We are reminded in Advent that "They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares."  Of course this 
is counsel for countries and armies, but some-
times marriage is like a battleground. Is there a 
verbal "dagger" that you sometimes wield 
against your beloved?  Substitute a compliment. 
 

Rosary 
 

Sundays:  8:50 am St. Peter;  10:40 am St. John 
 
 

First Saturdays (weather permitting) 
 

10:30 am in Delhi Rehab Elm Living Room 

 


