
                                                                                    

                                                       

Second Sunday of Advent  December 8, 2019 

 

 
           

Immaculate Conception Masses 
 

Monday, December 9* 
 

 St. Peter: 8 am 
 St. John: 9:30 am 
 Holy Family: noon 

 

* No daily Masses on Tuesday, December 8.* 
 

 
 

The Issue of Justice for Offenders 

   The series continues Wednesday with Rick 
Howard, Esq. moderating the discussion, “Justice 
for Offenders -- Rights and Rehabilitation” 7 pm in 
Father Willis Hall - - a repeat of last week’s topic 
because of the weather.  Light refreshments.  
Learn about it, talk about it. 
 

March for Life 
   Bus stops:  Sacred Heart in Stamford at noon, 
the Hamden Town Hall around 12:40 pm, and St. 
John the Baptist around 1 pm on Thursday, 
January 23.  We stop for dinner then arrive at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Forestville, MD, 
where we  will be sleeping on the floor- -bring a 
mattress, sleeping bag or blanket, and a pillow. 
   On the morning of the 24th, the Knights will 
provide breakfast and a bag lunch before the bus 
drops us off near the National Mall in D.C. There 
will be an opportunity to attend numerous 
activities near the Mall before the March starts in 
the afternoon.  We usually finish around 3 pm 
and board the bus (a stop for dinner), we will 
arrive back late Friday night.  
   The bus ticket is $73.  Call 652.7170, ext. 102. 
 

  

Advent Daily Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: 
8 am at St. Peter 
9:30 am at St. John 

 

Receiving Advent 
 
 

   One year during Advent, our parish priest invited 
us to write down on a slip of paper a word that 
named something that is keeping us from getting 
closer to God. He suggested it might be a fear, a 
resentment, or an attitude that shuts us off from the 
love God so wants to give. We were to fold the 
paper over a few times, grasp it tightly in one hand, 
and make a fist around it while he began to preach 
on the Scripture readings. 
   After a minute, my hand began to ache. At two 
minutes, my hand grew numb. At three minutes, the 
hand started shaking uncontrollably. He told us to 
open our hands. I found how hard it was to do that. 
After grasping the piece of paper so tightly, my 
hand had stiffened and seemed to have a mind of its 
own.     I can’t remember what else he said that day, 
but I have never forgotten that lesson:  hold on to a 
resentment, fear, or bad attitude long enough and 
you will become paralyzed. 
   As I begin Advent every year now, I start with the 
realization that I need to let go of any and all 
spiritual impediments I’m hanging onto. Advent is 
a time of receiving. It’s hard to receive if your 
hands are clasped shut. So I begin Advent once 
again with this prayer: Holy Spirit of God, open my 
hands, my eyes, my ears, all my senses, and all of 
my heart so I will be ready to receive your Advent 
blessings. 
   And then I sit in the Advent darkness, my hands 
open before me, waiting on God.        Tom McGrath 

 
 

     

 

Rosary 
 

Sundays:  8:50 am St. Peter; 10:40 am St. John 
 
 

First Saturdays (weather permitting) 
 

10:30 am in Delhi Rehab Elm Living Room 

 

 

89th Birthday Card Barrage! 
 

Lucille Courtney 
Ivy Lodge, Room 216 
108 Main Street 
Saugerties, NY  12477 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar  

   Like John the Baptist, every parent “prepares 
the way of the Lord” in the hearts of their 
children.  Advent is a good time to ask:  “Do I 
help or hinder my children to know Jesus?” 
 

          Advent Wreath Prayer  
 

Lord God of all creation,  
   You came among us as an infant in Bethlehem 

long ago.  Come to us now as we prepare to 

celebrate Your birth and look forward to Your 

coming in glory at the end of time. 

   May the light of this wreath remind us of 

the power of Your steadfast love for us over 

the darkness of fear, evil, and death.   

   May we praise you all the days of our lives.  
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 
 

Think in harmony with one another.  Romans 15:5 

    In any marriage spouses will have disagree-
ments. That is because we are independent 
individuals - - and that is good. But today, cele-
brate one quality that you wholeheartedly agree 
upon. 
 

Living Nativity 
   First Presbyterian in Delhi will have their annual 
Living Nativity December 22 and 23 from 6:30-8 
pm with music and live animals.  Please bring a 
donation for the Community Food Bank.  Come 
envelop yourself in the joy of the season! 
 

        

St. Peter coffee hour today. 
       

St. John coffee hour next Sunday. 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 
    The purpose of Advent is not to shop but to 
learn to wait. Even if you are not a Christian, 
teaching your child to delay gratification is an 
important life skill.  Perhaps this W.A.I.T. acronym 
could help: 

W - Waiting can give us time to make a 
 good decision or buy the right thing. 
A -  Anticipation can enhance appreci-
 ation. 
 I -  Instant gratification is often fleeting. 
T - Take stock of your blessings; in  what 
 you already have. 

 
 

Dominican Retreat Center      518.393.4169 

January 10-12-- Men & Women’s, A Time to Remember  
“Stories have to be told or they die, and when they die, we can’t 
remember who we are or why we are here.”   Sue Monk Kidd   
    Whether you are an experienced writer or just want to get 
started, come away to reminisce the highlights of your life with 
people of kindred spirits. We will take the time that we don’t find 
in our everyday lives  to pray, write, share and support each 
other in a sacred space, at our own pace, and without 
judgement.  Our memories are a gift and should be written 
down, whether for publication or legacy. At the close of the 
weekend, we will understand ourselves better.  Bring a journal, 
writing materials, laptop, or art supplies.     $205 (65+:  $190) 
 

 

Advent Reconciliations 7 pm 
 

10th  St. Peter Communal Reconciliation 
 

11th  St. Peter Individual Reconciliation 
 

17th  St. John Communal Reconciliation 
 

18th  St. John Individual Reconciliation 


