
                                                                                    

                                Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  January 19, 2020 
 

 
           

Please pray for the souls of  
Ed Rossley & Deacon Thomas O’Connell. 
May they rest in the peace of our Lord. 

 

⇒ March for Life is This Week 
 

23rd bus stops*:   Sacred Heart, Stamford -- noon 
 Hamden Town Hall -- 12:40 pm 
 St. John the Baptist -- 1 pm   
 

* There is another bus with pick-up at 11:30 pm at  
   St. Paul in Hancock.  Call:   637.2517. 
 

K(n ight) accommodation:   Forestville, Maryland 
 

24th:  breakfast with the Knights (providing us with 
bag lunches).  Drop off near National Mall. 
 

There will be an opportunity to attend numerous 
activities near the Mall before the March.  We  
finish around 3 pm, board the bus, stop for dinner, 
and arrive back late Friday night.   
 

Bus tickets:  $73 ($50 for youth -- benevolence of 
Coalition for Life).   Tickets/info:  652.7170, x102. 
 

March for Life contact:  Cathy at 727.4755. 
 

 Wednesday Justice Series 

   This Wednesday’s Justice Series subject is:  
“Racial Justice - - History and Psychology.”  Join us 
at 7 pm for light refreshments and discussion with 
Rick Howard, Esq. in Father Willis Hall.  
 

Colchester Food Bank 
   Some items which may be dropped off at Holy 
Family or directly to the Food Bank to help the 
community:  cans of pasta, tuna, stew, chili, pasta 
sauce.  The Colchester Community Food Bank is 
open Wednesdays 1 to 2:30 pm. 

 

Tax Statements 
   If you would like a statement of your 2019 
offertory for your tax returns, please call the 
office.  If you had requested a statement in the 
last few years, no need to call - - you will auto-
matically receive it. 

 

 

John 1:29-34 
 

   John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching and cries 
out, giving witness about who Jesus is. In John’s 
testimony he says that he saw the Spirit descend 
upon Jesus.  By this sign, John the Baptist knew 
that Jesus was the one who is to come after him. 
   John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that 
are familiar to us. John calls Jesus the “Lamb of 
God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, 
John the Baptist identifies Jesus’ultimate pur-
pose: to redeem sinful humanity. 
   John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly 
distinguishes John’s baptism from the Baptism that 
Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with water; 
Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also 
puts his practice of baptism in the context of the 
ministry of Jesus.  The purpose of John’s  baptism 
was to make Jesus known to Israel. 
   John the Baptist’s  sense of purpose is clearly 
identified in this reading:  he baptized in order to 
prepare for and make known the ministry of the One 
who was to follow.  John’s   witness is an excellent 
example of what it means to be a disciple. By our 
Baptism, we are called to make Jesus known to all 
the world by our words and by the witness of our 
lives.                                Loyola Press 

 

Help is Needed 
   Please give thought to volunteering for a 
ministry in one of our churches:  lector, altar 
server, money counter, environmental, sacris-
tan, Eucharistic minister, usher, catechist or 
aide.  Training provided as well as choosing 
schedule.  Our churches are in urgent need of 
more hands to help out with our Masses, faith 
formation program, and church liturgical season 
set ups.  Call the office if you would like to help. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar  

   Can you say, “I have testified Jesus is the Son of 
God”?  If you are not talking about Jesus in your 
family, you are not testifying.  If you are not 
walking your talk, your children will see your 
words as meaningless. 
 
 

 

Reminders from the Life 

of St. John the Baptist 
 

Every day I need born in my life: 
 

 Someone who leaps with joy before the presence of 
 the Lord, who makes me want to live my own rela- 
 tionship with Jesus with greater ardor and fervor; 
 

 Someone to prepare the way of the Lord and to 
 give me knowledge of salvation through the for- 
 giveness of my sins; 
 

 Someone who turns my attention away from my 
 distractions and preconceptions so that I will 
 behold the Lamb of God as the true desire of  
 my heart; 
 

 Someone who models for me that there is no 
 greater joy in my life than for Jesus to increase 
 and for me to decrease, especially as regards 
 my self-reliance, my self-assertion, my self- 
 absorption; 
 

 Someone who is a burning and shining lamp whose  
 radiance gives light to my path and courage to my 
 heart, making me want to live for others; 
 

 Someone so committed to the truth that they are will- 
 -ing to lay down their life for the Truth-become-flesh 
 witnessing to me that all true happiness comes 
 through self-sacrifice; 
 

 Someone whose sanctity proclaims that there is  
 no man born of woman greater that he is, but that 
 I can share his greatness if I love Jesus as he did. 
 

  Father Peter John Cameron, OP 
 

 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   Martin Luther King emphasized that our differ-
ences need not divide us. Think of a way that you 
and your spouse are different yet your traits 
complement each other. (Consider things like 
attention to detail vs. seeing the whole picture, 
quick thinker vs. thorough planner, extrovert vs. 
self-reflective, ...)     

 

Learn More about Catholicism 
   Want to learn more about our faith, would like 
to become a Catholic, or you did not receive one 
of the sacraments, call the office or speak to 
Deacon Freeman about attending RCIA.  

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 
    What can your family do to prevent abortions? 
Have you ever supported an unwed mother by 
providing clothes and baby needs? Can you provide 
childcare for a single mom who needs a break? If 
possible, let your children help. 
 

The Bible & Your Finances 
    Use biblical wisdom to take control of your 
money with Financial Peace University (FPU)! 
This nine-lesson course uses biblical wisdom and 
common sense to help you tackle budgeting, 
pay off debt, and make your $ work for you. The 
$99 fee includes your workbook and a year of 
free online resources.  
   Classes are held at the Hamden Town Hall (1st 
class was January 16) at 6 pm.  You can sign up 
at fpu.com/1107942 or contact the coordinator, 
Jill Ogden, at 267.0313. 
 

Mass Available on TV & rcda.org 
  If you unable to attend Mass, the Albany 
Diocese streams Mass live each week on its web-
site:  rcda.org.  If you have cable or satellite, you 
can watch Mass on EWTN. 
 
 

 
 

Retreats 
 

January 31-Feb. 2: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart ”  

A weekend away from daily routine for rest, quiet, learning 

and reflection, inner healing, growth, prayer, and sharing. 
$205 ($190 for 65+)  [payment-over-time option available] 

 
 

February 14-19:  Five Day Silent Centering Prayer 

Centering Prayer allows us to enter into this present moment  

by inviting our Loving God  to enter into it with us -  consenting 

to God's divine action  within the depths of our being.  Come 

take time for silence, prayer, presentation, and reflection as we 

explore this graced moment through the days spent together. 
$425 ($190 for 65+)  [payment-over-time option available] 

 

Dominican Retreat Center         518.393.4169  

 

 


