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No Masses, Faith Formation,  
Reconciliation, or Adoration 

being held at this time. 
 

   The most important thing to remember is 
this:  We are not alone, Jesus, fasting in the 
desert, was led there by the Holy Spirit – St. 
Mark uses the Greek word for “pushed” or 
“driven” – and always in communion with His 
Father.  So also, we, were led into a Lenten 
and still a historically challenging desert 
experience, remain in communion with Jesus 
and our Heavenly Father.  We are being temp-
ted, just as Jesus was, pulled in many different 
directions, but in the quiet can lend our ears 
to the gentle voice of the Holy Spirit. 
   Together we will move toward stronger, 
healthier, and holier.  As family, let’s pray our 
way through this, share what we are learning, 
and listen to the Holy Spirit, teaching and 
reminding each other and our people to look 
at Christ crucified and the mercy that flows 
from His side.       Bishop Edward Scharfenberger 
 

Masses 
 WatchtheMass.com, withyourspirit.com,  

our Diocesan website, rcda.org, and  
 EWTN channel on cable or satellite.   

 

A humble soul does not trust itself, but  

places all its confidence inGod.  

God defends the humble soul and  

lets Himself into its secrets, and 

 the soul abides in unsurpassable happiness  

which no one can comprehend.     
 

 St. Faustina 
 
 

  

Lectio Divina 
 

    The evening of the first day of the week is our 

Sunday. Disciples are gathered in fear, cowering 

behind locked doors in dread of reprisals at the 

hand of the Jewish religious leadership. Were they 

next? These leaders had persuaded Pilate to release 

a known murderer in their determination to crucify 

Jesus. Now Jesus is dead, and they do not know 

where to turn. They come together in the same 

Upper Room where days before they had gathered to 

share the Passover, that annual feast they would 

now remember as the last time they would ever eat 

with Jesus. 

    Then He appears! He passes through the locked 

door and stands before the disciples. He speaks, 

“Shalom” - - a Hebrew greeting that conveys the 

concept of total peace. Be at peace, He says again 

because He can see the shock and fear in their eyes. 

Is this really happening? 

    Wait. Who’s missing? The apostle Thomas. He is 

called “the twin” by the apostolic group. Was this a 

nickname given him by Jesus? Who did he look like? 

Could he have resembled Jesus in appearance? This 

may be why Judas informed the arresting party that 

followed Him into the garden of Gethsemane to 

apprehend the man that he would identify with a 

kiss. In the darkness there must have been the 

possibility of an identification mix up. Did Thomas 

look like Jesus? He is also called by many Christians 

a doubter. “Doubting Thomas” - - but is this really the 

case? 

    Thomas does not see Jesus that night, but he 

learns about the appearance from the other 

apostles. The group gathers again eight days later. 

This night, Jesus affords him the same opportunity 

to examine the wounds in His hands and side. 

Thomas responds in faith, not doubt: “My Lord and 

my God!” he exclaims. He does not need to examine 

the body of Jesus; seeing Jesus is enough to 

convince him his Lord has risen from the dead. He is 

not the doubter commonly portrayed, but rather 

someone honored by Jesus because he needs only to 

see in order to believe.                  

  Kevin Saunders 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
   On Divine Mercy Sunday we recall the 
words of Saint Thomas Aquinas:  "mercy 
consists in bringing a thing out of nonbeing 
into being."  We see this transpire 
concretely in the life of the early Church.  
The believers "devoted themselves to the 
teaching of the apostles and to the 
communal life, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayers."  They were filled with 
awe; they were witnesses of wondrous 
signs; they lived for the good of the other; 
they were selfless and generous; they 
overflowed with "exultation and sincerity 
of heart."  God in His great mercy gave 
them -- and us -- "a new birth to a living 
hope" through the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  That is what the Apostle Thomas 
is looking for in the Lord's open side. 
  

Earth Day is Wednesday 
Remember the “Five R’s” 

   Plastics, produced with fossil fuels, releases global 
greenhouse gases into our atmosphere.  It enters our 
bodies through accidental ingestion of nano particles on 
our shelves, environment, waterways, and is released 
into our atmosphere when it is incinerated. 
   Solutions?  Do the “Five R’s:” Refuse, Replace, Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle.  Here are some plastistics: 

56 billion bottles used in 2018; 359 million tons 

made yearly; percentage recycled:  9%; one million 

water bottles sold every minute; it takes 450 years 
to completely degrade. 

 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   We have just celebrated Easter - - a day of joy, 
transformation, bunnies, and candy. Our Lenten 
sacrifices have hopefully put us into greater 
solidarity with all who suffer. Rejoice in your 
love and overcoming hardship together. 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

"Example is not the main thing in influencing 

others. It is the only thing."  Albert Schweitzer 

   Is there a trait that you would like to foster 

in your child? How can you model that 

behavior this week in your own life? 
 

RCDA.org 
The ‘Faith at Home’ resource has Saint of the 
Day, Stations of the Cross, Daily Mass with 
Pope Francis, and more. 

 

Catholic Culture 
News, readings, library selections, and prayers:  

catholicculture.org 
 

Educational Resources 
   Free resources for all grade levels:  
amazingeducationalresources.com 

 

Magnificat & Magnifikid 
 

  www.magnificat.com/free 
 

Sunday Visitor 
Their newsletter includes Their Faith & 
Common Sense brochure, which addresses 
questions you may have.  
  

Daily CATHOLIC Wisdom 
   Prayer, meditation, and faith resources:   

yourfriends@ catholicwisdom.org. 
 

Keep the Lord’s Day 
Sunday Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of 
the Hours, order of the Sunday Mass 
Readings & Prayers:  Keepthelordsday.com. 
 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   "Whose sins you forgive, are forgiven" 
means the grudges we carry only make us 
miserable.  The Kingdom of God begins in 
your home where children learn the paths 
to peace promised in the Gospel through 
merciful and forgiving demonstrated by 
their parents. 
 

http://www.magnificat.com/free
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