
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

Gracious God, on this Memorial Day weekend, 
we remember and give thanks 

for those who have given their lives 
in the service of our country. 
When the need was greatest, 

they stepped forward and did their duty 
to defend the freedoms that we enjoy, 

and to win the same for others. 
 

O God, you yourself have taught us 
that no love is greater than that 
which gives itself for another. 

These honored dead gave the most precious  
gift they had, life itself, 

for loved ones and neighbors, 
for comrades and country - - and for us.  

Help us to honor their memory 
by caring for the family members they  
have left behind, by ensuring that their  

wounded comrades are properly cared for, 
by being watchful caretakers of the freedoms 

for which they gave their lives, 
and by demanding that no other young  

men and women follow them to a soldier's grave 
unless the reason is worthy and the cause is just.  

Holy One, help us to remember that  
freedom is not free. 

There are times when its cost is, indeed, dear. 
Never let us forget those who paid so terrible a price 

to ensure that freedom would be our legacy.  
Though their names may fade with the passing of 

generations, may we never forget what they have done. 
Help us to be worthy of their sacrifice. 

 

    J. Veltri, S.J. 

 

Offertory Inquiries 
   If you are tithing for multiple weeks, use one check 
with the dates noted in the memo section of your 
check or include your offertory envelope(s) with one 
check.  Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

   As parishes public liturgies now and in coming weeks, we will 
be faced with a lot of rules. To some, they may seem extrava-
gant; to others, they may seem lacking. The wearing of masks, 
the keeping of a safe social distance, and the manner of receiving 
Communion will all be points of contention. If you happen to 
disagree with any rules, or lack thereof, put in place by Church 
leaders, it is ok. It is ok, too, to express any concerns to your 
pastor. Calm communication and dialogue is healthy. Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

   I hope that you are staying well and managing 

as best you can during this difficult time.  At 

times like this our faith may be challenged, but 

know that Christ is always with us. 
 

   I heard that you are feeling the loss of not 

being able to attend Mass and receive the 

Sacraments.  I understand this as I miss sharing 

the Mass with you and miss seeing you as well.  I 

want you to know that St. John the Baptist and St. 

Peter's Church are open each day from 9 am to 4 

pm.  Please feel free to come and spend some 

time with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, say 

a Rosary, a Chaplet of Divine Mercy, etc.  Please 

use safe social distancing precautions if you are 

not alone in the Church.  This unusual time is 

making us check what is "essential" in our lives - - 

make sure that God is essential in your life. 
 

   I am terrifically grateful to those of you who 

have been generous in your support of the 

Churches by mailing or dropping off your 

donations.  Unfortunately, our numbers are still 

very much down these weeks as it is so easy to 

forget to donate to the Churches when there's no 

basket passing by.  I ask that you consider 

continuing your donations throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic.  If you chose to mail your donation 

for St. John or Holy Family, the address is:  25 

Benton Avenue, Walton, NY 13856 or St. Peter's 

Church, Eight Franklin Street, Delhi, NY 13753. 
 

   We do not know how long this will last, but 

hopefully it will not be too much longer before 

we can worship together again.  Please stay safe 

and stay healthy.  I will continue to remember 

you in daily prayer. 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Rev. Edward Golding 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Jesus appointed apostles, He also appoints parents 

to represent Him in the family; “make disciples of your 

children, baptizing and teaching them all I have taught you.   

Don’t worry, I am with you always.” 
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Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   Does your marriage sometimes feel like the Tower 

of Babel - - each of you speaking but not understand-

ding each other?  Gary Chapman identified Five 

Love Languages that couples often use: words of 

affirmation, acts of service, giving gifts, quality time, 

and physical touch.  Which is your strongest? 
 

Strong in the Face of Tribulation 
   The Vatican offers a digital download on how to 
discern and experience God’s closeness and ten-
derness in pain, in suffering, in solitude, and in fear.  
   The first part contains prayers, including a prayer 
service for the sick, the second part explains how 
we can practice our faith without the support of the 
Sacraments, and the third part contains recent homi-
lies of Pope Francis.  

Access at:   strong-in-tribulation 
 

Magnificat Special Offer 

   The Magnificat publication has offered free down-
loads the last couple months and are now offering a 
special subscription rate.  For $5 you can have three 
months print or digital access!    
    Align your personal prayer life with the liturgical 
rhythm of the Church:  prayers for morning, 
evening, and night, daily Mass, prayers, medita-
tions, saints’ lives, and stories of faith.   Pray in the 
way the Church prays every day, and continually 
form your faith in line with Church teaching. 
   Subscribe by June 13 for only $5:   Magnificat.net 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

   "I am with you always, until the end of the age." 

Matthew 28:20  Children will be children which means 

they will make mistakes, disobey, be selfish .... 

(actually so do we adults).  Today reassure your child 

that you will always love them, no matter what. 
 

In the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

we don’t have someone who detracts 

from the greater glory of God, but  

somebody who gloriously displays God’s  

power more excellently than a anybody  

else, because of what Christ has done.  

Mary holds up even higher for the world  

to see all that Jesus Christ has merited for us. 
           Dr. Scott Hahn 

Thoughts on Prayer 

   There are lots of words spinning around us these days 
and sometimes it is difficult to know which ones to land 
on. The same can happen with prayer.  Here are some 
different ways we can pray using words: 

 

You may choose a specific prayer you learned long 
ago - - a psalm, the Our Father, the rosary, a de-
votional prayer. These "long ago" prayers can often 
help ground or root us. 
 

You may explore prayers from saints, spiritual books 
or websites that seem to express what you are 
thinking and feeling. You may find the similarities 
comforting in knowing that you are not alone. You 
may also find prayers that are challenging - - 
stretching you to look at situations in a different way 
and helping you to grow. 
 

Remember, you do not need a phone or device or 
link to have a conversation with God. You can simply 
speak from your heart, using your own words. If you 
are going for a walk or taking a drive, imagine God 
walking with you or sitting in the passenger seat. 
Have a conversation with God about what is going 
on in your life - - your hopes and your worries.  
 

And don’t forget to allow a little time just to be quiet 
together and listen. You may even sense what God is 
saying back to you.            Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 

 

The Rosary and Pope Francis 
   Pope Francis asked Catholics to make a special 
effort in May to pray the Rosary, knowing that by 
doing so they will be united with believers around 
the world asking for Mary’s intercession in stopping 
the coronavirus pandemic.  “Contemplating the face 
of Christ with the heart of Mary, our mother, will 
make us even more united as a spiritual family and 
will help us overcome this time of trial,” the pope 
said.  “The restrictions of the pandemic have made 
us come to appreciate all the more this ‘family’ 
aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.” 
   Here is one prayer Pope Francis wrote to Mary 
that can be recited at the end of the Rosary: 
 

“Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all 
members of one great family and to recognize the 
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity 
and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless 
situations of poverty and need.  Make us strong in 
faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.” 

 


