
 

Pentecost    Sunday
 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

   I hope that you are staying well and managing as 

best you can during this difficult time.  At times 

like this our faith may be challenged, but know that 

Christ is always with us. 
 

   I heard that you are feeling the loss of not being 

able to attend Mass and receive the Sacraments.  I 

understand this as I miss sharing the Mass with you 

and miss seeing you as well.  I want you to know 

that St. John the Baptist and St. Peter's Church are 

open each day from 9 am to 4 pm.  Please feel free 

to come and spend some time with Our Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament, say a Rosary, a Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy, etc.  Please use safe social distancing 

precautions if you are not alone in the Church.  

This unusual time is making us check what is 

"essential" in our lives - - make sure that God is 

essential in your life. 
 

   I am terrifically grateful to those of you who have 

been generous in your support of the Churches by 

mailing or dropping off your donations.  Un-

fortunately, our numbers are still very much down 

these weeks as it is so easy to forget to donate to 

the Churches when there's no basket passing by. I 

ask that you consider continuing your donations 

throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.  If you chose 

to mail your donation for St. John or Holy Family, 

the address is:  25 Benton Avenue, Walton, NY 

13856 or St. Peter's Church, Eight Franklin Street, 

Delhi, NY 13753. 
 

   We do not know how long this will last, but 

hopefully it will not be too much longer before we 

can worship together again.  Please stay safe and 

stay healthy.  I will continue to remember you in 

daily prayer. 

       Yours in Christ, 

       Rev. Edward Golding 

 

God speaks to us in  

the reading of His holy word. 

Let us speak to God in our prayers. 
  

      Saint Augustine 

 
 

             Lectio Divina    Acts 2:1-11 

   Our Pentecost reading details the events that occurred on the 
Jewish feast of the same name.  Pentecost is a Greek word for 
the celebration of the giving of the Law to the Jewish people. 
This event (known also as the Feast of Weeks) was held fifty 
days after Passover. Jesus had just spent forty days with His 
disciples and then ascended into heaven. Before His ascension 
Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem until power from on high 
came upon them “not many days from now.” The disciples, who 
were all Jews, would likely expect that Jesus was talking about 
the next feast on the calendar. They stayed in Jerusalem for the 
next ten days in anticipation of Pentecost. 
   A careful reading of Verses 14-15 reveals the number of 
persons in the Upper Room at Pentecost: 120. While they wait- 
ed for the feast to begin, they devoted themselves together to 
pray in anticipation of what Jesus promised. In Acts 2:15 we 
learn that the surprising events of this day occur at nine in the 
morning, the hour faithful Jews would arrive on the Temple 
Mount to witness the morning sacrificial offering. There is usually 
a great calm in the Jerusalem morning, typically, strong breezes 
course through the city in the late afternoon and through the 
night. By nine in the morning, the breezes cease. This morning, 
the calm is broken by the sound of a mighty wind that draws 
the surprised attention of those gathered on the Temple Mount, 
and it draws the attention of the worshipers away. Tongues of 
fire appear which part so that a flame can be seen above the 
head of each believer. Every man and woman in the room begins 
to speak about the mighty deeds of God.  When they arrive on 
the scene they are amazed to see and hear the disciples of Jesus 
“speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  
   Those drawn to the Upper Room are compelled by curiosity 
about this sudden wind. Many extra pilgrims are at the Temple 
from all over the known world, and all who come hear the 120 
praising God in their own language. The Gospel message is for 
everyone, from every tongue and tribe on earth!  Now God is 
releasing the power of the Holy Spirit to harvest souls. 
   In Genesis 11:1-9 God sends His angels to confound the 
common language of His creation.  The Pentecost event in Acts is 
a reversal of this divine confusion.  When the wilderness 
tabernacle was completed, the Lord was present in a cloud that 
covered the tent and at night the people could see flames in the 
cloud and knew that God was in their midst. 
   The Pentecost event is for everyone who calls themselves a 
Christian. We are living witnesses that God is real and that our 
lives have been transformed by grace. Pray for the ability to 
share what God has done in your life.        Kevin Saunders 
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 Prayer and Journaling 

   You do not have to be a "good" writer to write in a 
journal - - no one is going to see it but you!   Here are 
some different ways we can pray by journaling: 
 

The simplest way is to pick up your pen and write 
to God. Tell God what you are thinking and 
feeling.  Write down what you are questioning or 
wondering about.  It may be only a few sentences 
or it may turn out to be a few pages.  When we 
put on paper what has been circling around in our 
brains, it may become clearer to us.  It can be one 
way of allowing God to speak to us. 
 

If you want to be a little more adventurous, you 
could do some "Right Hand, Left Hand Journaling" 
Have a conversation with God in your journal in 
this way: let your dominant hand be you and 
begin writing with that hand - - a thought or a 
question. Then switch your pen to your non-
dominant hand and let that be God - - answer the 
question, or make a comment or reply with another 
question. Keep moving your pen from hand to 
hand until the conversation is complete. Are you 
putting words in God’s mouth?   
 

For those who are a little more poetic, you might 
want to write your own psalm. The psalms were 
songs written to express a multitude of feelings to 
or about God.  Create your own psalm of the day 
focused on what you are feeling, what you are 
seeing, what you are understanding. 

 

         Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 
 

Offertory Inquiries 
   If you are tithing for multiple weeks, use one check 
with the dates noted in the memo section of your 
check or include your offertory envelope(s) with one 
check.  Your dedicated thoughtfulness has been great-
ly appreciated. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Like the disciples in the Gospel, there are times we 
shut the doors of our hearts to people or events.  It is 
how we create emotional distance.  Permanent dis-
tancing is lethal and prevents the PEACE Jesus offers 
you today and every day. 
 

Magnificat Special $5 Offer 
 For $5 you can have three months print or digital 
access!  Align your personal prayer life with the 
liturgical rhythm of the Church:  morning, evening, 
& night prayers, daily Mass, prayers, meditations, 
saints’ lives, as well as stories of faith.    

   Five $ offer expires June 13:   Magnificat.net 

The Rosary and Pope Francis 
   Pope Francis asked Catholics to make a special 
effort in May to pray the Rosary so they will be 
united with believers around the world asking for 
Mary’s intercession in stopping the coronavirus 
pandemic.  “Contemplating the face of Christ with 
the heart of Mary, our mother, will make us even 
more united as a spiritual family and will help us 
overcome this time of trial,” the Pope said.   
   Here is another prayer Pope Francis wrote to 
Mary that can be recited at the end of the Rosary: 
 

“Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the 
enormous funds invested in developing and 
stockpiling arms will instead be spent on 
promoting effective research on how to prevent 
similar tragedies from occurring in the future.” 
 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   With Covid-19 physical distancing, we don't offer a 
hand at the Sign of Peace, and we are careful not to 
breathe on others. BUT, this doesn't apply to 
spouses. So too, Jesus' last directive to forgive each 
other especially applies to spouses who may have 
become impatient with each other having been 
quarantined together for so long. 
 

Parenting Pointers       Susan Vogt 

   Discuss the many different jobs that people in your 

family do. Which is the most important? Wrong 

question since each person has different talents and 

time. Is it time to reassess who does which jobs? 
 

Disciples Changed Lives 
   "If I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him to you." Jesus' departure was tied to 
Pentecost - - there is no Pentecost without ascension.  Two re-
markable things happened to the disciples after Jesus departed. 
1. The Disciples' Joy - The first is that they "returned to Jerusa-

lem with great joy." Luke 24:52. They were not despondent over the 
departure of Jesus. Obviously they finally understood why He 
was leaving. They understood what, for the most part, the church 
since then has failed to understand. We live as if it would not 
have been better for Jesus to leave. 
2. The Disciples' Spiritual Strength -  After Pentecost, they were 
different people. No longer did they flee like sheep without a 
shepherd. Instead, they turned the world upside down because 
they fully understood two simple things:  the "where" and the 
"why" of Jesus' departure. 
    Great joy and spiritual strength are two of the benefits of the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Let Him release these benefits in 
your life.                            Ligonier Ministries 


