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I remember the days that are past; 

I ponder all your works. 

I muse on what your hand has wrought 

and to you I stretch out my hands. 

Like a parched land my soul  

thirsts for you.      Selah 

                                                  Psalm 143:5-6 
 

 

Dominican Retreat Virtual Presentations 
 

Via Zoom:  How Many Losses Have You Had 
Since March 2020?  Since the pandemic hit our 
area, we have all had to cope with a drastic 
change in our lives.  One day we were stuck in 
our “normal”; the next day there was no 
“normal”.  Houses became schools, offices, 
gyms and a place of refuge and safety.  Some 
people have lost a loved one; we have all lost 
our sense of security and have to adapt to a 
new way of being.  Where has God been in all 
of this? Take time to sit and reflect and pray 
about our losses and what God may be saying 
to us at this time.   Presenter:  Rev. Thomas Konopka 
Wednesday, July 29 @7 - 8 pm.  Cost : $10  
 

Zoom 12 Step Afternoon: “Anger, Forgiveness, 
and Reconciliation.”  As we go through life, we 
have all experienced times when we have been 
recipients of hurtful behavior and have been 
angry.  While this is true of just about 
everyone, it is certainly true of those who grew 
up in a family where substance abuse was 
present. In order to bring healing to ourselves 
and to others with whom we are in 
relationship, we must work through the often 
difficult process of identifying and letting go of 
our anger in order to work towards forgiveness 
and reconciliation.   Presenter:  Rev. Sally Heiligman 
Sunday, August 2 @1:30 - 3:30 pm.  Cost: $15 

To make a reservation, email us at 
dslcny@ nybiz.rr.com. 

 

Peter’s Pence Collection 
 

  The theme for this year’s collection is ‘Be a Wit-
ness of Charity.’  Our donation to the Holy Father 
helps him support victims of poverty, war, op-
presssion, and disaster throughout the world.  He 
cannot care for these people without our assis-
tance.  Our Diocese has always responded in 
showing mercy to all our brothers and sister.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to become an active 
witness of charity around the world; to show the 
world that a little mercy makes our world less cold 
and more just.  Please be generous. 
 

               Lectio Divina    Matthew 13:24-30 
   Note that the Kingdom of heaven is likened first and 

foremost not to the seed or field, but to a man who sowed 

good seed.  Pope Benedict XVI:  “Jesus himself is what we 

call „heaven;‟  heaven is not a place but a person, the person 

of him in whom God and  man are forever and inseparably 

one.  And we go to heaven and enter into heaven to the 

extent that we go to Jesus Christ and enter into Him.”  Our 

union with Jesus through the sacraments and the Church 

means His words remain true:  “behold, the kingdom of God 

is among you.”  (Luke 17:21)  Only in light of this can we 

understand the instruction not to pull up the weeds, the 

Kingdom of heaven is not a set of circumstances we create 

ourselves.  Jesus asks us to trust that He will ensure that 

justice reigns in the end (consider Psalm 72).  When we hurt 

because of injustice, do we look to Jesus?  Do we go to Him 

and enter into Him? 

 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed." Mt. 13:31 
That's a pretty strange statement on face value. 
No wonder the disciples had trouble under-
standing it. Your kids probably have a notion 
of what heaven is like. Ask them to describe 
heaven in their own words - - not the Bible's. 

 

                 Of Wheat & Weeds       Dr. Scott Hahn 
  God is always teaching His people, and what does 
He want us to know?  That He has care for all of us, 
that though He is a God of justice, even those who 
defy and disbelieve Him may hope for His mercy if 
they turn to Him in repentance.  This divine teaching 
continues in the three parables that Jesus tells in 
the Gospel. Each describes the emergence of the 
kingdom of God from the seeds sown by His works 
and preaching. The kingdom’s growth is hidden like 
the working of yeast in bread; it is improbable, 
unexpected as in the way the tall mustard tree 
grows from the smallest of seeds. 
   The readings sound a note of questioning:   Why 
does God permit the evil to grow alongside the 
good?  Why does He permit some to reject the 
Word of His kingdom?  Because God is slow to anger 
and abounding in kindness. He is just, Jesus assures 
us - - evildoers and those who cause others to sin 
will be thrown into the fiery furnace at the end of 
the age. But by His patience, God is teaching us that 
above all He desires repentance, and the gathering 
of nations to worship Him and to glorify His name. 
   But first we must turn and call upon Him, we must 
commit ourselves to letting the good seed of His 
Word bear fruit in our lives. 
 

MagnifiKid $5 Offer 
   Give a gift to a child you want to help draw 
closer to Jesus and the Church for $5 for 3 
months.  Help them learn to pray and follow 
Mass with a monthly packet containing a 16-
page missalette for Sundays & feasts, readings & 
prayers, explores important elements of our 
faith, saints, comics, games, and more.   

Hurry! Offer ends July 31 at Magnificat.com. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

 Parents plant values in their children anticipating 
the tiny seeds of honesty, respect, commitment, 
and fidelity will grow with their child and one 
day become ‘a safe haven’ to many. 
 

  Giving God Your Attention 
   Prayer is a way of giving God our attention and 
allowing ourselves to be the center of God’s attention.  
Here are some ways we can pray by paying attention: 
 

Use Your Senses -- When you are cooking, be aware 
of the smells and taste. If you are out walking, feel 
the sun on your face, then see the beauty of the 
flowers, hear the chirping of the birds. Thank God 
for these small ways God is present to you. 
 

Take Some Time To Give God Your Full Attention -- 
Find a quiet spot and a quiet time in your day to 
simply sit with God and invite God to sit with you. 
Let God listen to you and take some time to listen 
to God. 
 

Look for God -- Actively look for God hidden in your 
current experience, conversation with another, or 
activity. God is playing Hide-and-Seek all around us! 
The more we find God, the more we will notice God 
in the most unlikely places. God delights in being 
found!      Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 

 

Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   An elderly man had just lost his wife, when a 
four-year-old neighbor saw him crying. The little 
boy went to the man's yard, climbed on his lap, and 
just sat there. When the boy's mother asked him 
what he had said to the neighbor, the boy 
answered, "Nothing, I just helped him cry." When 
was the last time one of you cried? Leo Buscaglia 

    

Action Alert:  
Catholic Schools & COVID-19 Relief Bill 

   Congress is preparing to introduce additional COVID-19 

relief legislation this week, which it is anticipated will include 

hundreds of millions of dollars for public schools. It is critical 

that you join the United State Conference of Catholic Bishops 

and the NYS Catholic Conference in urging Congress to set 

aside an equal percentage to assist tuition-paying families in 

our Catholic and other religious and independent schools. 

   Time is of the essence, so please add your voice today by 

clicking the link on nyscatholic.org. 
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