
                                                                                     

                               Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  August 2, 2020 
 

 
           

 

The present burden of our trial is 

light enough, and earns for us an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison.  We do not fix our gaze 

on what is seen but on what is un-

seen.  What is seen is transitory; 

what is unseen lasts forever. 

                                        2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 

Catholic School Relief Equality 
   Congress and the President are moving 
quickly to advance additional COVID-19 
relief legislation which will include 
hundreds of millions of dollars for public 
schools. We need your help today in urging 
Congress to set aside an equal percentage 
to assist tuition-paying families in our 
Catholic and other religious and 
independent schools. Time is of the 
essence, so please add your voice today by 
sending your message to legislators.  
Access to log in and send your message: 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/ 

Qzk9hwTng904XcT54xGWJw. 
 

Thursday: 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

   Christ’s Tabor radiance is a kind of mirror in 

which we glimpse the glory that God wills to give 

His friends.  The resplendence of the Transfig-

uration reveals the fullness of life destined to be 

ours.  The Transfiguration invites us to config-

uration.  As we peer into the glory that pours from 

every pore of the transfigured Christ, we cast off 

everything unworthy of our personal relationship 

with the Infinite, and we take on the luster of the 

Son of God.  Jesus gazes back at us with a 

luminous look of love that makes us desire to live 

His transparent beauty -- to be luminaries.  Silently 

from Tabor’s splendor, the Savior begs:  “Become 

what you behold!” 

 

     Food in Due Season      
   In Jesus and the Church, Isaiah’s promises in the First 
Reading are fulfilled.  All who are thirsty come to the 
living waters of Baptism (John 4:14). The hungry delight in 
rich fare given bread to eat and wine to drink at the 
Eucharistic table. 
   This is the point, too, of the Gospel.  The story of 
Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 brims with allusions to the 
Old Testament. Jesus is portrayed as a David-like shep-
herd who leads His flock to lie down on green grass as 
He spreads the table of the Messiah’s banquet before 
them.  Jesus is shown as a new Moses, who likewise 
feeds vast crowds in a deserted place. Finally, Jesus is 
shown doing what the prophet Elisha did - - satisfying 
the hunger of the crowd with a few loaves and having 
some left over (2 Kings 4:42–44). 
   Matthew also wants us to see the feeding of the 
5,000 as a sign of the Eucharist. Notice that Jesus 
performs the same actions in the same sequence as at 
the Last Supper: He takes bread, says a blessing, 
breaks it, and gives it (Matthew 26:26).  Jesus instructed His 
Apostles to celebrate the Eucharist in memory of Him 
(the ministry of the Twelve is subtly stressed in today’s 
account). Before He performs the miracle, Jesus 
instructs the Twelve to give the crowd “some food 
yourselves.” Indeed, the Apostles themselves 
distribute the bread blessed by Jesus (Matthew 15:36), and 
the leftovers are enough to fill precisely 12 baskets—
corresponding to each of the Apostles, the pillars of 
the Church (Galatians 2:9; Revelation 21:14).   God gives us 
food in due season, opens His hands and satisfies the 
desires of every living thing. Paul reminds us that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.  Let our prayer be for an understanding heart, 
one that desires only to do His will.          Dr. Scott Hahn 

 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
   Solomon asked the Lord for an "understanding 

heart" (1 Kings 3:9) not a long life or riches. 

Marriage comes with plenty of occasions to 

complain and be irritated. Think of one criticism 

you have of your beloved. Imagine how an 
understanding heart would handle that criticism. 

Three Things to Remember 
   Slowly but surely things are beginning to open up 
across the nation … unfortunately accompanied by 
inevitably rising cases of COVID-19. Which means we 
need to be prudent about balancing the desire to go 
back to Mass with the duty to protect not only the 
health of our own families, but that of our fellow 
parishioners and communities.  Three things to think 
about before deciding to go back to Mass: 
 

One -- Consider others first.  In this time of pan-
demic, honesty and good will are more important 
than ever. Take an honest assessment of your family’s 
health:  do any of you have a stuffy nose, sore throat, 
or cough? Is anyone feeling unusually tired or 
rundown? Have any of you been in contact with 
someone who has tested positive? 
   It’s imperative to be overly cautious. Most cases of 
COVID-19 are either asymptotic or cause such mild 
symptoms that the person infected never realizes 
they have it. Given that many in our parishes are at 
higher risk of serious or deadly complications from 
COVID, it’s essential that we remember Christ’s 
commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

Two -- Be aware of local case numbers.   It is impor-
tant to be aware of local cases. So check in daily with 
local media before making your decision. If cases are 
surging, it would be prudent to wait until the case 
load is dropping.  This is especially important if you 
have an immunocompromised family, but consider 
whether you’re planning on seeing elderly relatives in 
the next few months. The incubation period means 
that one case in a family of six could mean a quar-
antine of 2-3 months or longer -- if all the cases are 
mild. Weigh the risks carefully, consider all factors. 
 

Three -- Take the recommended precautions.  Get 
masks for yourself and your children and train them 
to use the masks properly. Be vigilant about good 
hand hygiene reminding kids not to touch things, 
wash their hands frequently, and keep a bottle of 
hand sanitizer with you. Hold your family accountable 
for maintaining at least six feet of space at all times.  
   As much as we all want to get back to normal life 
and Sunday Mass, the reality is that life is not normal. 
Both prudence and charity are crucial in helping us 
get through this and back to normal as soon as 
possible.                                Calah Alexander 

    Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   No parent is perfect, but I bet you keep trying to be 
a good parent. Ask your child what they think is the 
hardest part of being a parent? Maybe they could 
draw a cartoon showing you in typical parent mode.   
 

Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 

   The retreat house has moved forward in their plan to 
reopen.  The Windmill is now available, and they held a 
first very small hosted group.  They plan to offer some in-
house programming as well as virtual offerings (see two 
presentation below). Feel free to walk their grounds 
during this time of reopening.  
 

Via Zoom:  How Many Losses Have You Had Since March 
2020?  Since the pandemic hit our area, we have all had to 
cope with a drastic change in our lives.  We have all lost our 
sense of security and have to adapt to a new way of being.  
Where has God been in all of this?   Rev. Thomas Konopka 

Wednesday, July 29 @7 - 8 pm.  Cost : 
$
10 

 

Via Zoom: 12 Step Afternoon: “Anger, Forgiveness, and 
Reconciliation.”  We have all experienced times when we 
have been recipients of hurtful behavior and have been 
angry -- it is certainly true of those who grew up in a family 
where substance abuse was present. To bring healing to 
ourselves and to others, we must work through the often 
difficult process of identifying and letting go of our anger.   
Rev. Sally Heiligman; Sun, Aug 2 @1:30 - 3:30 pm.  Cost: 

$
15 

 

Information and to register:  dslcny@nybiz.rr.com. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The apostles were just being practical when they 
asked Jesus to “dismiss the crowds to go buy food.”  
Jesus knew there is always enough when we place our 
trust in the Father, even with just five loaves and fishes.  
Trust is the bridge to miracles.   
 

Though they come to us through ritual forms, the seven 

Sacraments are not mechanical processes or magical 

manipulations. The Sacraments give grace only to those who 

don't impede it.  That means we have to do our best to prepare 

for them and treat them for what they are:  

God's masterworks; amazing gifts to his beloved children. 
 

      Matthew Leonard  The Bible and the Sacraments 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/

