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Please pray for the soul of  

Steven Smith, Jr. 

May he rest in the peace of our Lord. 
 

Catholic School Relief Equality 
   Congress and the President are moving 
quickly to advance additional COVID-19 re-
lief legislation, which will include hundreds 
of millions of dollars for public schools. The 
Democrats’ proposal contains NO money 
for private schools.  Your help is needed 
now in urging Congress to set aside an 
equal percentage to assist tuition-paying 
families in Catholic and other 
religious/independent schools.  Hurry and 
add your voice today by sending your message 
to legislators!  Log in:  https://www.votervoice. 
net/BroadcastLinks/Qzk9hwTng904XcT54x GWJw. 

 

Martyrdom of John the Baptist 
   The task set before the Baptist as he lay in 

prison was to become blessed by this un-

questioning acceptance of God’s obscure will; 

to reach the point of asking no further for 

external, visible, unequivocal clarity, but, in-

stead, of discovering God precisely in the 

darkness of this world and of his own life, and 

thus becoming profoundly blessed.  John even 

in his prison cell had to respond once again and 

anew to his own call for metanoia or a change 

of mentality, in order that he might recognize 

his God in the night in which all things earthly 

exist.  Only when we act in this manner does 

another -- and doubtless the greatest -- saying 

of the Baptist reveal its full significance:  “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” John 3:30  We 

will know God to the extent that we are set free 

from ourselves. Pope Benedict, XVI 

 

For the oppressed let the Lord be a 

stronghold, a stronghold in times of distress. 

Those who know Your name will trust You: 

You will never forsake those who seek You. 

                                           Psalm 9:     2 

 Second Online Marriage Encounter 
    Coming off the success of its first online retreat 
during COVID-19, Worldwide Marriage Encounter will 
again host a virtual marriage retreat on Mondays and 
Thursdays from August 31 to September 24. 
   The retreat is for Catholic couples of all ages seeking 
to improve their marriage and grow closer to God. 
Married couples (priests and religious looking to 
strengthen their ministries) can register at:  

aweekendforyourmarriage.org 
or by calling Tom and Ruth DeFalco at 732.904.9636. 
   The only requirement for the program is an iPad, 
computer, or tablet with access to the Internet. 
Workbooks and hand-outs will be sent to participants 
before the start of the series. There is a $50 
application fee (can be waived for those with eco-
nomic hardships). Good faith offerings will be 
accepted at the end of the program as well. 
                                          John Spinelli 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Like Jesus in the Gospel, we are seen by others 
in different ways.  Perhaps the name our family 

gives us is closest to our true identity.  They 

know us best.  Who do they say you are? 
 

Upcoming Rosa Mystica Retreats  

   A Healing Retreat will be held August 28 to 30 led 
by Father Ignatius Mary.  Father is filled with the 
fire of the Holy Spirit and a deep love for our 
Blessed Mother. It is sure to be a powerful and 
inspiring weekend!   
   The next retreat, Healing & Deliverance Septem-
ber 11 to 13, is full but you can ask to be put on the 
waiting list.  The charismatic preacher Father Blount 
will be leading this retreat.  

Local day package (lunch and materials) is $35. 
[Rosa Mystical is adhering to all of the COVID 
guide-lines of the Diocese and the State.] 
 

607.206.2523   or     RosaMysticaRosie@gmail.com 
 

Lord, show me Your ways. 

Teach me to walk in Your footsteps. 
 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
   It is good to pray and be a person of faith, BUT 

married couples don't always share the same faith 

or pray the same way. Even if you are of the 

same faith, ask each other how they describe 

God, what they really believe, or how they pray. 
You can be different but still united. 
 

Breath Prayer 
   It is a fact that when we are stressed or anxious, we 
begin to breathe more shallowly … and situations 
during these past months have certainly added to the 
stress level of all of us!  Here are some ways to pray 
with your breath: 
 

Stand or sit outside for a few minutes. Close your 
eyes and feel the breeze around you.  Remember 
the first lines from the book of Genesis where the 
breath/wind/Spirit of God swept over the form-less 
void and then light was created?  Allow that breath 
of God to sweep around you, giving you light. 
 

Take a few minutes wherever you are and close 
your eyes. Remember in Ezekiel 37 when God 
breathes life into the dry bones?  Ask God to 
breathe life into the dry spots in your life. 
 

Take a few minutes wherever you are and close 
your eyes.  Remember in John 20 when Jesus ap-
pears to the disciples locked in a room, saying 
"Peace be with you," and He breathes the Holy 
Spirit on them? Imagine Jesus taking your face gent-
ly in His hands and breathing His peace onto you. 
 

Spend a few minutes doing some intentional 
breathing.  Close your eyes.  Focus on your breath 
and as you inhale say to yourself, "Acceptance" 
and as you exhale, "Surrender". 

Dominican Conference & Retreat Center 

 

    Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   Who are my enemies (or at least people I don't 

like)? If your child is old enough, pose this 

question to them also. Then... try to think of at 

least one positive quality of the person you don't 

like. Try to understand what might have led him 

or her to act the way you dislike. 

Oh, the Depths! 
 

   “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl-edge 
of God!” Paul exclaims in his Epistle.  The Psalm, too, 
takes up the triumphant note of joy and thanksgiving. 
Why?  Because in the Gospel, the heavenly Father reveals 
the mystery of His kingdom to Peter.  With Peter, we 
rejoice that Jesus is the anointed Son promised to David, 
the one prophesied to build God’s temple and reign over 
an everlasting kingdom (2 Samuel 7). 
   What Jesus calls “my Church” is the kingdom promised 
to David’s son (Isaiah 9:1–7). As we hear in the First Reading, 
Isaiah foretold that the keys to David’s kingdom would 
be given to a new master, who would rule as father to 
God’s people.  Jesus, the root and offspring of David, 
alone holds the kingdom’s keys (Revelation 1:18; 3:7; 22:16).  In 
giving those keys to Peter, Jesus fulfills that prophecy, 
establishing Peter, and all who succeed him, as holy 
father of His Church. 
   His Church, too, is the new house of God - - the spiritual 
temple founded on the “rock” of Peter, and built up out 
of the living stones of individual believers (1 Peter 2:5).  
Abra-ham was called “the rock” from which the children 
of Israel were hewn (Isaiah 51:1–2), Peter becomes the rock 
from which God raises up new children of God (Matthew 

3:9).  The word Jesus uses - - “church” (ekklesia in Greek) - 
- was used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament 
for the “assembly” of God’s children after the Exodus 
(Deuteronomy 18:16; 31:30).  His Church is the “assembly of the 
firstborn” (Hebrews 12:23; Exodus 4:23–24), established by 
Jesus’ exodus. Like the Israelites, we are baptized in 
water, led by the Rock, and fed with spiritual food (1 Corin-

thians 10:1–5).                      Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

 

The Temple that Christ built was 

not a stone-and-cedar sanctuary 

 in Jerusalem, but His body 

- - the Church of living believers  

indwelt by the Spirit.  
 

                                       Dr. Scott Hahn  The Ignatius Study Bible 


