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Please pray for the soul of  

Mark Benedetto 

May he rest in the peace of our Lord. 
 

Catholic Charities Annual Raffle 
   On September 5 and 6 Catholic Charities 

representatives from our parishes will sell 

tickets for the annual raffle after all Masses.  

Raffle tickets are 
$
20 each.  There are three 

money prizes: first prize is 
$
1,200, second 

prize is 
$
500, and third prize is 

$
250.  In the 

past, there have been several winners from 

our parishes. This year you could be the lucky 

winner, but you have to be in it to win it!! 

   Catholic Charities celebrates over 100 years 

of assisting the poor and vulnerable in our 

area and the proceeds from this raffle enable 

us to continue our mission.  Pamphlets are 

available outlining the organization’s contin-

uing role.  Only 300 tickets will be sold for 

this raffle.  Thank you for your support and 

good luck! 
 

 Second Online Marriage Encounter 
    Coming off the success of its first online 
retreat during COVID-19, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter will again host a virtual marriage 
retreat on Mondays and Thursdays from 
August 31 to September 24. 
   The retreat is for Catholic couples of all ages 
seeking to improve their marriage and grow 
closer to God. Married couples (priests and 
religious looking to strengthen their ministries) 
can register at:  

aweekendforyourmarriage.org 
or call Tom and Ruth DeFalco at 732.904.9636. 
   The only requirement for the program is an 
iPad, computer, or tablet with access to the 
Internet. Workbooks and hand-outs will be 
sent to participants before the start of the 
series. There is a $50 application fee (can be 
waived for those with economic hardships). 
Good faith offerings will be accepted at the end 
of the program as well.           John Spinelli 

 

                        For Your Life 
 

   The First Reading catches the prophet Jeremiah in a 
moment of weakness. His intimate lamentation con-
tains some of the strongest language of doubt found 
in the Bible.  Following God’s call, he feels abandon-
ed, and preaching His Word has brought him only 
derision and reproach.  But God does not deceive, 
and Jeremiah knows this. God tests the just, & disci-
plines His children through their sufferings & trials. 
   What Jeremiah learns, Jesus states explicitly in the 
Gospel today:  to follow Him is to take up a cross, to 
deny yourself - - your priorities, preferences, and com-
forts.  It is to be willing to give it all up, even life itself, 
for the sake of His gospel. As Paul says in the Epistle, 
we have to join ourselves to the passion of Christ, to 
offer our bodies, our whole beings, as living sacrifices 
to God.  By His Cross, Jesus has shown us what 
Israel’s sacrifices of animals were meant to teach: we 
owe to God all that we have. 
   God’s kindness is a greater good than life itself, as 
we sing the Psalm. The only thanks we can offer is 
our spiritual worship, to give our lives to the service 
of His will (Hebrews 10:3–11; Psalm 50:14, 23). 
   Peter doesn’t yet get this in the Gospel.  As it was 
for Jeremiah, the cross is a stumbling block for Peter 
(1 Corinthians 1:23). This too is our natural temptation - - to 
refuse to believe that our sufferings play a necessary 
part in God’s plan.  That’s how people think, Jesus 
tells us today, but we are called to the renewal of our 
minds to think as God thinks, to will what He wills. 
   In the Mass, we once again offer ourselves as 
perfect and pleasing sacrifices of praise (Hebrews 13:15). 
We bless Him as we live, confident that we will find 
our lives in losing them, that with the riches of His 
banquet, our souls will be satisfied.      Dr. Scott Hahn 
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   What posture or gestures do you find helpful to 

pray? For some, kneeling feels most reverent. For 

others sitting, holding hands, or gazing at nature 

helps. Parents often bless their child at bedtime with 

the sign of the cross. There is no wrong way but lots 

of right ways. 
 

Prime Moment for Evangelization 
   Six months into the coronavirus pandemic in this 

country, it’s almost hard to remember the good old 

days of sharing the same space with hundreds, or even 

dozens, of other human beings.  As Catholics, 

especially, we know the value of encounter — 

encounter that Our Lord Himself modeled when the 

Word became flesh. So as COVID-19 slowly, and then 

predictably, made quick work of most planned Catholic 

gatherings this spring and summer, we missed out on 

the in-person opportunities of meeting people who 

share similar values and goals, and of growing 

spiritually and intellectually. 

   Thankfully, with today’s technology, that was not the 

end of the story. Though not in person, we still have 

been able to convene, and over the past several 

months, virtual gatherings have not only replaced in-

person events but have even offered certain 

advantages.  

   When it comes to evangelization, the potential for 

impact at this time is great. Virtual events offer relatively 

unlimited reach, flexibility and an approachability for 

those who might be interested in growing in their faith 

or learning more about their vocation, but who are, for 

whatever reason, hesitant to commit to taking any 

major steps. We saw this potential during the spring 

when public Masses across were canceled. Many 

people were tuning in, and some hadn’t been in an 

actual church in years. 

   At this point in the COVID-19 pandemic, the future 

remains uncertain. There are some people who are 

predicting that the large gatherings and events that 

were once so much a part of our lives are never 

returning. Time will tell. In the meantime, though, this is 

a prime moment for evangelization. This is the moment 

to expand our reach and to engage with those who are 

seeking God, but who have been hesitant to take that 

first step.  As we navigate our new reality, our mission 

remains unchanged: to bring the Good News of Jesus 

Christ to all the nations - -  via whatever means necessary.  

                                    Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board 
                        

My soul has yearned for You in the night, & 
as morning breaks I watch for Your coming. 

 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 

"You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped." Jer 20:7 
 

   Life can be like that. When you were baptized, 
confirmed, married, you probably had positive 
expectations about how this commitment would 
work out. And then one learns that faith and 
marriage can be challenging, even disappointing at 
times. It's not all bliss and beauty. But still we hang 
on because underneath it all is someone who loves 
us - - despite our failings. 
 

Prayer for the New School Year 
We pray for parents:   

- who have to decide how their child learns best 
 

- who have to make choices of going to work or  
   staying home to teach 
 

- who have to think about where they will get fed  
  (mentally and physically) 
 

- who have to take into account their children’s  
   health and the health of those in the household  

 

We pray for teachers: 
- who have to figure out how they can best teach 
   each child according to their needs 
 

 - who have to be ready for change on a dime 
- who have to be mindful of the health and wellbeing 
   of their own families 
 

We pray for administrators: 
 - who have to make the daily decisions of how to 
   ensure safety and effectiveness of all plans 

 

We pray for school bus drivers, aides, janitors, nurses, 
food personnel and all who have a role in caring for our 
children daily. 
 

And we pray for our children – that wherever they do their 
studies – they grow in wisdom and knowledge, in health 
and safety, knowing that they are precious in our sight 
and in the sight of God!      Dominican Conference & Retreat Center 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Relationships live in a careful balance.  If a per-son 
changes, the balance is altered requiring a shift in the 
relationship.  In the Gospel today Jesus announced a 
change, and Peter resisted.  Sometimes, those we 
count on for support may actually get in the way.  
Jesus told Peter:  “You are an obstacle to Me.” 
 


