
                                                                      
 

                          Our Lord Jesus King of the Universe  November 22, 2020 
 

 
            

 

   Please pray for the soul of  

Lucille Courtney 
May she rest in the peace of our Lord. 
 

St. Peter’s Annual Financial Statement 
Enclosed is the Annual Financial Statement. 

 

Delhi Food Pantry Volunteer Shortage 
   More volunteers are needed to help manage 
the Delhi Food Pantry.  With snowbirds flying 
south along with the virus, the shortage of 
volunteers is critical and help would be greatly 
appreciated. Call 746.2191 or email office@ 

umdelhi.org if you would like to help.  Volunteers 
will be trained by experienced leaders. 

 

Recent Election Prayer   Dom. Ret. Ctr.  
 Many more people exercised their right to vote this year. 
Remember that many around the world do not have that 
freedom, and give thanks to God for our ability to do so. 
 Thousands of poll workers and ballot counters have worked 
significant numbers of hours and days to facilitate our right to 
do so. Give thanks to God for the sacrifices they made to 
devote time to this process. 
 Someone will eventually come out the winner and someone 
will lose. Regardless of who that is, thank God for their 
willingness to serve our country and each of us. 
 We may be pleased with the outcome or disappointed, as 
will our family members, friends and neighbors. Ask God to 
guide us so that our conversations are open and understand-
ing of both sides and lead to acceptance instead of division. 
 Pray that all our elected leaders chose to do so with integrity 
and wisdom. 
 Pray that each of us chose to act and serve in our own small 
ways, grounded in the values of our faith and with an eye to the 
common good. 

 
 

Immaculate Conception Masses 
 

    December 7 Vigil  St. Peter:      5:30 pm* 
    December 8   St. John:       9:30 am 
  Holy Family: noon 
 

 

* Rosary Rally 
There will be a 4:45 pm Rosary Rally at St. Peter 
before the Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass. 
 

Lectio Divina   Matthew 25:31-46 
 

     Our text is part of a long eschatological discourse (Mt 24:1-

25, 46) given by Jesus on the Mount of Olives to His disciples 
privately (Mt 24:3). The discourse begins with the proclamation 

of the destruction of Jerusalem in order to speak of the end 
of the world. The two events become confused as though 
they were one. This part of the discourse ends with the 

coming of the Son of man with great power and glory. He will 
send His angels to gather His elect (Mt 24:30-31). Here the 
chronological flow of the events proclaimed is interrupted by 

the insertion of some parables on the need to watch so as 
not to be caught by surprise at the coming of the Son of Man 
(Mt 24:24-25,30).  The eschatological discourse comes to its 

literary and theological peak in our text. This text ties up with 
(Mt 24:30-31) and speaks once more of the coming of the Son of 
man accompanied by His angels. The gathering of the elect 

here takes the form of a final judgment.  
   Matthew also gives Jesus the title of king (Mt 1:23; 13:41; 16:28; 

20:21). The kingship of God is a theme very dear to the Bible. 

Because Jesus is the Son of God, He rules together with the 
Father. In our text, the king is Jesus, but He exercises His 
royal power in close relationship with the Father. 

   The elect are "blessed of My Father" and the realm to which 
they are invited is the realm prepared for them by God. This 
form of the verb, called the divine passive, always has God as 

its implicit subject. Here the realm points to eternal life. 
   In Daniel 7 (verses 22, 26, 27) and in our text, the royal status of 
the Son of man is connected with the judgment. The king, 

especially in ancient times, was always considered the 
supreme judge. The judgment that Jesus exercises is a 
universal judgment, a judgment that involves all peoples (verse 

32). And yet it is not a collective judgment. It is not the peoples 
that are judged but individual persons. 
   In ancient times, the king was often presented as shepherd 

of his people. The Old Testament also speaks of God, King of 
Israel, as shepherd (Ps 23, Is 40:11; Ez 34), and the New Testament 
applies the title to Jesus (Mt 9:36; 26:31; Jn 10) as well. The 

shepherds of the Holy Land, in the time of Jesus, shep-
herded mixed flocks of sheep and goats. However, at night 
they were separated because sheep sleep in the open while 

goats prefer to sleep under shelter. In our text the sheep 
represent the elect because of their valuation over goats and 
because of their white color that often stands for salvation in 

the Bible.                The Order of Carmelites 

 
Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 

   Tired of monitoring online schooling for your kids? 
Schedule a play break over Thanksgiving that doesn’t 

involve screens. Try a family board game or take a walk 
in the woods together. Learn from each other and nature. 

 

Faith Formation  
   The next meeting in Church for Faith Formation is this 
Sunday, December 13:  8:30 am at St. Peter; 10 am at 
St. John.  Topic:  Eucharist and Adoration.   
   (Please plan to have at least one adult from your 
family attend with your students.)   
 

Compassionate Friends Candle Lighting 

   On Sunday, December 13, at 6:45 pm, the Oneonta 
Region Chapter of The Compassionate Friends will 
observe The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle 
Lighting.  Due to Covid-19, the ceremony will be held 
online this year via Zoom. This is a time to remember our 
departed children and to acknowledge the special place 
they have in our hearts.  Anyone who has lost a child of 
any age is invited to attend.  All participants:  register in 
advance by going to tcfoneonta.org and click on the 
registration link on the home page. 
   Participants are encouraged to join the meeting at 6:45 
pm and have on hand a photo of your child, a small 
candle, and a lighter. During the ceremony, each family 
will be given an opportunity to say a few words about 
their child, share the photo, and light the candle in 
memory of their loved one. More information: Diana 
Friedell, 607.433.2089 or visit www.tcfoneonta.org. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Families feed the hungry, give drinks to thirsty 
toddlers, and welcome strangers, even estranged rela-
tives, into our home.  We clothe children and visit 
family members who are sick and imprisoned.  The 
routine actions of family life are religious and priestly 
for we make Christ present in what we do.  Family life 
is Beatitude life (Luke 6:20-23). 
 

Rejoice! Advent Meditations 
Rejoice! Advent Meditations with the Holy Family is a 
prayer resource with daily meditations that will enrich 
your Advent by inviting you to experience the first 
Advent with Joseph and Mary, as they await the birth of 
their Son, the Savior of the world.   This journal will help 
you to see the marriage of Mary and Joseph in a new 
light. You will ponder what was in their hearts and minds 
as they awaited the birth of Jesus--and you will be 
invited to reflect on and deepen your own relationships 
with others. Rejoice! will help you open your heart to 
the peace and joy of the Holy Family as you prepare for 
the coming of Jesus this Christmas. 

$
12.99 at ascensionpress.com. 

   Annual Diocesan Appeal (formerly Bishop’s Appeal) 
 

   Today there is little doubt that our faith has never felt more meaningful, 
our prayer has never been more purposeful, and our role in contributing to 
the greater good never more clear. Challenges today seem to come from every 
corner of life with an overlay of abundant need. However, our calling is great 
and purposeful: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
   Our Holy Father Pope Francis writes, “An evangelizing community gets 
involved by word and by deed in people’s daily lives.” Even during this 
difficult time there are ways we can be active disciples and instruments of 
God’s love. Serving as a volunteer is essential but certainly far more 
complicated right now. Simple care calls to housebound friends or neighbors, 
assistance with groceries and pharmacy needs, providing items for the local 
food pantry, and serving as parish volunteer to aid with safe weekend Mass 
attendance for fellow parishioners all make a difference.  
   Another very meaningful way to be an instrument of God’s love, which has 
a very real and broad impact, is to share our resources with those who have 
little or nothing at all. This can be done by making a monetary gift to help 
support the annual Diocesan Appeal.  It is our collective responsibility to 
ensure that our parishes and the Diocese as a whole are robust in our ability 
to meet the needs of our faith community. Please consider your gift to the 
Diocesan Appeal and your weekly offertory to be among your highest 
charitable priorities.    Bishop Scharfenberger 

 
Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 

 
 

   What does it mean to be a King?  According to the 
Gospel it means to feed the hungry and thirsty, welcome 
the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the ill and 
imprisoned. (Mt: 25).  Discuss with your beloved how you 
can do one of these this week. Yes, feed your kids, plus 
what else? 

 
 

Celebrate with an Advent Wreath 
    Make a family wreath for your daily worship at home 
this Advent.  The circular wreath reminds us that God, 
like the circle, has no beginning and no end.  Evergreens 
on the wreath symbolize our everlasting relationship with 
God, the source of continuous new life. 
  The wreath has four candles:  three purple (or violet) and 
one rose.  On the First Sunday (& week) the first violet 
candle is lit.  On the following three Sundays (& weeks) 
an additional candle is lit with the rose candle being lit on 
the Third Sunday.  The candles remind us that the incar-
nation has transformed the darkness of hatred and evil 
into the light of joy and love. 
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