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Persisting in Prayer 
"Pray as though everything depended on God. 
Work as though everything depended on you." 

 St. Augustine 
 

   It’s important to remember that while active ministry 
bears much fruit, we should never forget the efficacy of 
prayer. St. Monica’s son Augustine was hopelessly 
separated from God, but she never stopped praying for his 
conversion, and after 17 years, she saw it. Her prayers led 
to the conversion of one of the great Doctors of the Church. 
   On a much larger scale, in 1881, a group of Catholic 
mothers in the city of Lu, Italy, was lamenting the small 
town’s lack of priests and religious. Desperately wanting to 
make a difference, the women began meeting weekly in 
the parish church to pray to Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Over the next sixty years a miracle happened: 
323 men and women from that small town became priests 
or religious. In all, one-third of the population was ordained 
or professed religious vows. And it all began with the 
intercession of a few devoted souls. 
   This amazing testament to the power of prayer should 
inspire all Catholics to pray that more young people hear 
and respond to God’s call to the priesthood or religious life.   
Will your prayers for vocations lead to one-third of your 
parish finding a call to the priesthood or religious life? 
Probably not. But without prayer, it’s awfully difficult for 
anybody to hear God’s call. 
   Finally, whenever possible, pray for vocations together. 
In the words of St. John Vianney, patron saint of parish 

priests: "Private prayer is like straw scattered here and 
there: If you set it on fire it makes a lot of little flames. But 

gather these straws into a bundle and light them, and you 
get a mighty fire, rising like a column into the sky; public 

prayer is like that.”               Diocese of Albany Vocations                        
 

God is in the midst of us, and it seems 

that we do not recognize Him.  

He is in our neighbor and desires to be 

served, loved, and honored in Him  

and He will reward us more than if we 

served Him in person.  

How do I behave toward my neighbor? 

How toward my brothers? 

                        St. Claude de la Columbiere   

 

The Anointing 
 

    The Liturgy last week revealed the mystery of God’s 

plan:  that in Jesus all peoples, symbolized by the magi, 
have been made “co-heirs” to the blessings promised to 

Israel. This week, we’re shown how we claim our 
inheritance. 

    Jesus doesn’t submit to John’s baptism as a sinner in 
need of purification. He humbles Himself to pass 

through Jordan’s waters in order to lead a new “exodus,” 
opening up the promised land of heaven so that all 

peoples can hear the words pronounced over Jesus 
today, words once reserved only for Israel and its king: 

that each of us is a beloved son or daughter of God 
(Genesis 22:2; Exodus 4:22; Psalm 2:7). 

    Jesus is the chosen servant Isaiah prophesies in the 
First Reading, anointed with the Spirit to make things 

right and just on earth.  God puts His Spirit upon Jesus 
to make Him “a covenant of the people,” the liberator of 

the captives, the light to the nations. Jesus, the Second 
Reading tells us, is the One long expected in Israel, 

“anointed . . . with the Holy Spirit and power.” 
    The word Messiah means “one anointed” with God’s 

Spirit. King David was “the anointed of the God of Jacob” 
(2 Samuel 23:1–17; Psalm 18:51; 132:10, 17). The prophets taught 

Israel to await a royal offshoot of David, upon whom the 
Spirit would rest (Isaiah 11:1–2; Daniel 9:25).  That is why 

people of the whole Judean countryside and all the in-
habitants of Jerusalem were going out to John. But it 

isn’t John they’re looking for. God confirms with His own 
voice what the Angel earlier told Mary - - Jesus is the Son 

of the Most High, come to claim the throne of David 
forever (Luke 1:32–33). 

    In the Baptism that He brings, the voice of God will 
hover over the waters as fiery flame (Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10).  He 

has sanctified the waters, made them a passage, a way 
to healing and freedom, a fountain of new birth and 

everlasting life.                                   Dr. Scott Hahn  

 
Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 

“You who have no money,  
                 come, receive grain and eat”  Isaiah 55:1 

   In these uncertain times, perhaps you are the one with 

no money.  May your faith community feed you. If you 

are among those who have enough food, may your faith 

lead you to feed another. Talk with your beloved about 

how. 

 

Dominican Retreat Center Events 
518.393.4169 

 

 

 "Knitting Circle" 
 

Knitting workshops via Zoom for Women and Men 
 

Sundays, January 3, 10, 17, 24 -- 2 to 4 pm 
 

Susan Barber Skinner -- 
$
15 each/

$
55 for all 4 

 

 Choose Your Own Adventure Writing Retreat 
 

Writing Retreat via Zoom for Men and Women 
 

 January 15-17 
 

Directed by Maggie Whelan, OPA; Cost: $75 
 

 Sung Vespers in the Spirit of Taizé 
 

Thursday, January 14th, 7-8 pm on Facebook Live 
 

Click on Dominican website link at 7 on January 14 
and look for the LIVE video experience. 

 

 Path to God: Centering Prayer via Zoom 
 

January 19   7- 8:30 pm OR January 20   10-11:30 am 
 

with Sr. Sue Zemgulis, OP; Cost: $15 
 

 
Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 

 

   Pose this question to your child:  My favorite 

Christmas gift was ______ . Consider that some 

people in the world didn’t get a Christmas gift. Be 
grateful. Are they old enough to write a thank-you 

note? 
 

Catholic Face Masks for $7.95 
   Ascension masks feature Catholic symbols and spread 
the Faith even if you don’t say a word!  The one size is 
moisture-wicking, breathable, washable/reusable, 
sustainable, & eco-friendly.  Order:  ascensionpress.com. 

 

Stand at the crossroads and look; 
ask for the ancient paths, 

ask where the good way is,  
and walk in it, and you will find   

rest for your souls. 
  

         Jeremiah 6:16 

 

As Catholics:  To Be Vaccinated or Not  
   If you are trying to decide whether or not to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine, what follows may help you decide. 
Since faith in public health and medical authorities has 
taken a beating during the past year, I have assembled 
what I consider trustworthy points to consider. 
 

What does the Church say about Catholics receiving 
COVID-19 vaccines?   In the December 21 note on the 
morality of using some anti-COVID-19 vaccines, the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) made two 
things clear. First, no one is obligated to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine, stating that “it must be voluntary.” Second, 
those who are vaccinated can do so “in good conscience 
with the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines 
does not constitute formal cooperation with abortion.” 
   In his Urbi et Orbi message on Christmas Day, Pope 
Francis referred to the “discovery of vaccines” as a “light of 
hope” that needs to be “available to all,” “especially the 
most vulnerable.” 
 

How important is a vaccine to ending the pandemic?  If 
there was no public health response to the pandemic, it is 
estimated that about 1.4 million Americans would die. Over 
340,000 Americans have died of COVID, and only about 
6% of the U.S. population has tested positive. That means 
that after almost 10 months, we are only 7-10% of the way 
to a herd immunity threshold of 80-85%. 
   There are a growing number of deaths above historical 
averages due not only to COVID-19, but also to un-
intended consequences of reduced access to medical care 
in the spring, business closures, and the response to the 
loneliness and isolation of sheltering-in-place. 
   The rationale for those drastic government measures -- 
and incursions on our freedoms -- was to protect people 
until successful vaccines or medical treatments were in 
place. While medical treatments (such as monoclonal 
antibody infusions) are only starting to be available, we 
now have what appear to be two successful vaccines in 
the U.S.capable of ending the pandemic’s effects on 
normal societal interaction.  Vaccines are the fastest way 
to end the pandemic and the governmental limits on our 
activities. In a recent interview I gave after receiving the 
first dose of the Pfizer vaccine, I commented that the 
release of that vaccine meant the beginning of the end of 
the pandemic.  Thomas W. McGovern, MD, national board, Catholic Medical Assoc. 

 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The words in today’s Gospel - - This is my beloved, with 

Him I am pleased” - -are words every child needs to hear 
often.  Affirmation is important to raise happy and 

confident children.  


