Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 14, 2016

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

St. Peter: 8 am & 6 pm
St. John: 9:30am & 7:15 pm

Annual Mass & Picnic
The Mass & Picnic will be held August 27 at St.
John the Baptist beginning with Mass at 4 pm.
The Knights of Columbus will serve hot dogs
and hamburgers ~ drinks and cake provided.
Please bring your picnic special-ties to share
with your fellow parishioners.

St. John Adoration
There will be no Adoration on August 18.

Susan Vogt

Marriage Moments
Through Mary, Jesus came into the world.
She nurtured Him, witnessed His passion, and
stood by the apostles at Pentecost. Mary's life
mirrors God's relationship with us during fimes
of bliss and agony. Despite being the mother
of God, she focused on those in need, the
hungry, the poor, the lowly. Let go of your
importance today and join Mary.

Choir Practices at St. Peter
Wednesdays at 4:30 pom ~ cancelled this week.

Mass Cards
Mass cards offering perpetual Mass enroll-
ment, healing Masses, and memorial Masses
from missions and religious orders are in St.
John's enfranceway. Take any you like.

Bishop’s {Ippgeal
thebishopsappeal.org
Appeal pledges may be made online to
get on a monthly payment plan right away
or you may give a one-time outright gift.

~ Appeal Pledges and Gifts to Date ~

Total Deficit
St.John: ®10,085  ®11,296
St. Peter: 8,045 13,092
Backpack Project

deadline is September 1

Classroom items: pencils (colored and

regular), crayons, markers, pens, erasers,

12" rulers, spiral notebooks, scissors (blunt &

pointed), glue sticks (no liquid), juice boxes,

fruit snacks/granola bars

Nurse-requested items: deodorant

(male/female), mini bottles of shampoo,

toothbrushes/mini toothpaste, chapsticks,

lotions, tampons, dental piks, character band

aids

Checks made out to: “First Presbyterian
Church” (put ‘school supplies’ on memo line).

Family Perspective
Jesus warns us His Word will create conflict
between parents and children. In a permis-
sive society which advocates individualism
and consumerism, parents must continue to
teach and live the gospel values of respect,
service to others, forgiveness, generosity,
and compassion. A Christian family is a
countercultural family.

Bud Ozar

Parenting Pointers

"Families must do two things fo survive -
protect themselves from what is most hurtful
and connect with what is good outside the
family. These tasks require time and energy,
both of which are scarce commodities in
an era when many parents work long hours
at jObS." ~ Mary Pipher
Do you need to adjust your family balance?

Susan Vogt

First Annual Bible Study Journey

Classes will alternate between St. John's and
St. Peter's, beginning at St. Peters on
September 11, 6 p.m. Beginning in October,
when the days are shorter, classes will begin
Sundays at 4. Dates/locations of the sessions,
divided over the year, wil be determined
once enrollment of the Journey is determined.
It will be evenly divided in number as far as
possible. It is a good opportunity to consider
car-pooling and enjoying fellow parishioners
on the journey.

We will read the entire Bible (Catholic Life
Bible version) in one year meeting every other
week for 26 weeks; class is approximately two
hours. The first meeting will be Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, from 6108 pm in St. Peter's Rectory.

Contact St. John the Baptist, 865. 7394, St.
Peter, 746.2503, email: stjiohnstpeter@gmail.com
if you would like to attend.

Facilitated by: Deacon Michael Freeman

Reading for September 11

: Gen 1:1-2:25; Mt 1:1-2:12; Ps 1:1-6, Prv 1:1-6

. Gen 3:1-4:26; Mt 2:13-3:6; Ps 2:1-12; Prv 1:7-9

: Gen 5:1-7:24; Mt 3:7-4:11; Ps 3:1-8; Prv 1:10-19

. Gen 8:1-10:32; Mt 4:12-25; Ps 4:1-8; Prv 1:20-23

: Gen 11:1-13:4; Mt 5:1-26; Ps 5:1-12; Prv 1:24-27

: Gen 13:5-15:21; Mt 5:27-48; Ps 6:1-10; Prv 1:28-33
. Gen 16:1-18:15; Mt 6:1-24; Ps 7:1-17; Prv 2:1-5

. Gen 18:16-19:38; Mt 6:25-7:14; Ps 8:1-9; Prv 2:6-15
: Gen 20:1-22:24; Mt 7:15-29; Ps 9:1-12; Prv 2:16-22
. Gen 23:1-24:51; Mt 8:1-17; Ps 9:13-20; Prv 3:1-6
11: Gen 24:52-26:16; Mt 8:18-34; Ps 10:1-15; Prv 3:7-8
12: Gen 26:17-27:46; Mt 9:1-17; Ps 10:16-18, Prv 3:9-10
13: Gen 28:1-29:35; Mt 9:18-38; Ps 11:1-7; Prv 3:11-12
14: Gen 30:1-31:16; Mt 10:1-23; Ps 12:1-8; Prv 3:13-15

This should be enjoyable, and
may God bless our journey
and our time together.

-
SOWo N OIS W

The Blessed Virgin Mary

In a gender segregated, male dominated society,
young girls like Mary were sheltered from the outside
world. Literacy lay with the male, since females were
considered too inferior and emotional for education.
Women had no rights in ancient society, and they
were treated like property. Girls symbolized by Mary
stood at the bottom of proper society.

When the angel greeted Mary in private, Mary
wondered why she was greeted since young girls
were considered to be too insignificant to greet. She
also feared from the implications of the greeting:
were her honor and the honor of her family
compromised? The angel proposed a conception
and birth that could endanger her arranged marriage
with Joseph and put her life at risk (not a virgin
before marriage she could be stoned to death.)

To overcome Mary's concern, the angel proclaimed
her honor before God. She was highly favored by the
Almighty and her Son would by highly favored by
God, for God would give Him a title, an intimate
relationship, and royal power over His people that
would never end. Women could not have honor on
their own; they could only stand in the honor of their
husbands and sons. Hence, the important connec-
tion between Mary's honor and that of her Son.

Gabriel announced the conception and birth of
royalty. Mary's child would be "great," the Son of the
"Most High.” Mary had no way out, but the angel
had upheld her honor in the face of gossip; her
honor would come from God, not from petty
humans. Her Son would be the Messiah; she would
share in His honor.

Human honor is fleeting, but God's honor stands
forever, even in the face of criticism. Mary accepted,
even proclaimed, God's will in her life. She placed
her future in the hands of the Father. Her example
should inspire us to stand firm as Christians in the
ever-changing fads and fancies of today.
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