First Sunday of Lent
February 18, 2018

Please pray for the soul of Ronald Favret.
May he rest in the peace of our Lord.

Lent Mass Schedule

~St. Peter~

Saturday~ 5:30 pm
Sunday~ 9:30 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, First Friday~ 8 am

~Holy Family~
Sunday~ 8 am

~St. John~

Saturday~ 4 pm
Sunday~ 11:15 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, First Friday~ 9:30 am

Rice Bowls

Rice Bowls offer an opportunity to engage daily
in the spiritual pillars of Lent: prayer - fasting -
almsgiving as a family. Eat simple, meatless
meals each Friday using a recipe (in your rice
bowl) from one of the highlighted countries while
reading a story about the impact CRS rice bowls
make there. The money saved using the simple
meals can be put in your rice bowl.

Other resources for your family are available
online at crsricebowl.org: family kit with daily re-
flections and activities, simple Lenten supper
guide, devotions on the lives of the saints, Sta-
tions of the Cross digital retreat, youth/young
adult reflections and activities, etc. Check it out!

Stations of the Cross held every Friday
during Lent beginning February 23 ~
6 pm at St. Peter & St. John the Baptist,
3 pm at Holy Family.

Future of Our Churches

The Knights of Columbus consist of a group of
men within our local faith communities. As part our
mission, we are charged with serving the needs of
our local churches and congregations. Since 2016
we have had discussions relative to the needs and
challenges that our church communities face. In
May of 2017, we made contact with the Diocese
office of Architecture and Buildings. Deacon Frank
Berning, who heads the committee, officiated at
the meeting. We discussed our challenges and the
committee was made aware of our intent to aid in
addressing those issues.

It is our duty to assist our Priest and Deacon in any
way so that we will continue to be blessed with the
opportunities of practicing our Catholic faith. Our
aging infrastructure and changing situations need to
be discussed further with the greater community.
Simply put we need to have plans in place. In order
to start the process of reviewing present and future
needs, we will be soliciting comments from
members of our combined church congregations.
Please watch the bulletins for further information on
these important topics.

World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer, first held here in the US in
1920, was created to recognize the critical role of
prayer in mission work and to promote world
peace through worldwide mission work. Be part
of this year’s World Day of Prayer, All of God’s
Creation is Very Good, by joining the community
on Friday, March 2, at 7 pm at United Presbyter-
ian in Walton. Gather with 170 countries around

the world and be united in prayer!

Only 2 weeks beforg the
2017 Bishop’s {Ippeal closgs!

St. John the Baptist: s8,712
St. Peter’s Church: 4,067

Deficits:

2017 Tax Statements

If you would like a statement of your 2017
offertory for your tax returns, call the office.

March Marriage Encounter

“The kingdom of God is at hand.”

As we begin Lent, let us try to bring the kingdom
of God to our marriages. Upcoming marriage en-
counter:  March 9-11 in Duxbury, Massachusetts.
Call 518.279.3243 or go online at wwmenyalb.org.

Marriage Moments Susan Vogt
Ways to Turn Your Beloved Off #10: Let your
body language show disdain or contempt. Rolling
your eyes, a scowl, ignoring a request by walking
away can speak louder than a yell. Check out any
belittling mannerisms you may have that hurt.

Parenting Pointers Susan Vogt
This year the featured animal for the Chinese
New Year is the dog. Help you children learn
about another culture. Try these activities: activ-
ityvillage.co.uk/chinese-new-year. Do you know
anyone who is Chinese? Talk with them. Eat
Chinese food today.

Walton Food Bank

Please bring a needed item or two when you
attend Mass (or drop off at United Presbyterian
on Tuesdays 11 to 1:30 pm): spaghetti, pasta &
sauces, tuna fish, and egg noodles.

Silent Retreat for Men and Women

Pull away from the world for five special days by
attending the "Finding the Place of the Heart in
Service of Transformation" retreat February 16 to
21 at the Dominican Retreat and Conference
Center. The demands of our world pull at us from
every side and only by repeatedly letting go can we
continue to go deeper into our hearts. There, in
that silence, we encounter the Divine One. Cost:
*425 (per diem-"65). Call 518.393.4169 to register.

&7 st John coffee hour today.

Family Perspective Bud Ozar

Jesus went into the desert to put His life in
perspective. This Lent, take a fresh look at a dif-
ficult relationship in your life. Concentrate on the
positive things that particular person does, not just
the negatives. Try to understand why their be-
haviors ‘bug’ you. Can you honestly share your
feelings with them without attacking them? Make
Lent a time to Mend and Forgive!

Enrich Your Lenten Journey
« St. Mary’s Church., Oneonta offers their
annual Lent for Real Life March 4 thru 9:
March 5: The Gospel of Mark
March 6: A Marcan Retreat Day (with

communal and individual reconciliation)

March 7: church tour with liturgical history,
theology, sacred place art & architecture
Child availableon Monday and Thursday.
Flyers availablein literature racks.

o The Chapel & Cultural Center, 2125 Burdett

Avenue, Troy holds its five week series:

February 21: Our Churches-- Br. M. McGrath
February 28: The Cosmos-- Br. Consolmagno

Faith Formation
Lenten Family Activity

The days of Lent have traditionally been used as a
spiritual pilgrimage, during which we symbolically
travel with Jesus to His death on the cross. Collect
forty small stones (or purchase at craft section of a
store)-- one for each day of the season. Each night
at dinner pray for one person and write their name
with a marker on one stone. Collect the stones in a
small bowl, and during Holy Week use them to
make a prayer mound that holds up a crucifix.




